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And thou, Solomon, my ſon, know thou the God of thy father, 
and ſerve him with a perfect heart, and a willing mind; 
for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underflandeth all 
. #maginations of the thoughts. If thou ſeek him, he will be 
found of thee; but if thou forſake him, he will caft thee 
off for ever, 1 Chron. xxviii. 9. 


LOND Oo N, 


Printed by J. Wits8oN, for Joan Noon, at the Whites 
Hart, near Mercers-Chapel, in Cheaffide. 
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L E T T E R 


FROM 1 


Father to a 


| Duan SON, ) 


a1 juſtly expected you ſhould perform the 
© ſeveral duties incumbent on you, and 
| AC - J fill up your ſtation in life.; becauſe it is 
| wm reaſonable and fit, and worthy a rational 
| EFT dnl not only becauſe you are obliged by thoſe 

Who have the authority over you, and indeed the ut- 


Moſt your deareft friends can now do for yori, is to ad- 


viſe and direct you; but the real benefit and advantage 


you wi will receive N muſt wholly de pea upon your. 
ſelf. 


A ; a! ; 1 4 62 T 


21 that rabpube deep to ait hon * 


Endeavours' after a happy immortality; to which I am 
A2 | obliged 


Ie O are now, through hs ovodneſs of | 
£4 God, come to thoſe years, wherein' it is | 
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obliged by the ſtrongeſt ties of love and duty; 1 ſhall, 
through the divine affitance, as occfiſion offersSwrite-to 


| you on ſuch ſubjects as may inſtru& your youth, and 
lead you into the early habits of religion and virtue; 


that ſo you may paſs calmly and innocently through 
this ſtate, and having done the will of God here, may 
be fitted. to ſerve him in an eternal happy duration. 


And as, in the firſt Puke his gracious aidand 3 
is abſolutely neceſſary both for our preſervation and 
happineſs; ſo I exhort you conſtantly to implore the 
aid of his good Spirit, to lead you into all uſeful truth, 
and to àſſiſt you in the ſteady and uniform practice of 
it. To which end, I alſo addreſs myſelf to the Father of 
ſpirits, the only true God, through our only Mediator 


Jeſus Chriſt, intreating that he would direct your ſteps 


in the paths of righttouſneſs and peace; that he would 
endue you with a feachable mind and pure heart ;, that 
you may poſſeſs a meek and peaceable diſpoſition 3 and 


that your breaſt may glow with love and benevolence 
| to all, in patience reſigning yourſelf to his holy will, 


and obeying his precepts with the greateſt alacrity ; and 
that you may. be preſerved from the defilements of this 
preſent evil world: that fo having ſerved eur God 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, we may have a joyful meet- 
ing in the manſions of love and PFs never to part 


again. 


And 5 ſerious NIE 7 pr] refleftion i is the firſt 
ſtep by which we are qualified for proper action, and 
whereby our duty becomes our pleaſure; let me there- 
fore both intreat and injoin you; to ſpend ſome ſmall | 
part of every day, though it be but half an hour, in 
retired ſober conſideration. And whereas our great Lord 
49d Lee, Fan V 112 given, us 2 moſt full 2 
2 ide diſtin 


* 


" FATHER fo 4 SON. Ci 


diſtin body of laws for our rule of action, fo know 


nothing that can have ſo-powerful a tendency to the 
perfecting your judgment, and influencing your life, as 
"the meditating on his diſcourſes as given by the Evange- 
lifts, which are able to make you wiſe to ſalvation ; and 
particularly the 5th, 6th and 7th Chapters of Matthew, 
which contain the beſt directions that were ever given 


to the human race; whereig every rule is laid down 
both for enobling our minds, and regulating our ac- 


tions, and the whole inculcated in the moſt plain and 


| forcible manner: I can therefore propoſe nothing ſo. 
proper for your firſt meditations, as that moſt excel- 


lent and important be of vo CAS you 80 find 
in n that n diſcourſe, 


| F "Ew the firſt W of every 2 of 7 i | 
ledgw'i is attended with ſome difficulty, I ſhall, as oppor- 


tunity offers, ſend you an eaſy paraphraſe on the text, 


with ſuch reflections as are adapted to it; which I 
hope will, by the bleſſing of God, put you in a method : 


of purſuing it through the — parts of divine writ. 


But know, my ſon, that 1 is not religion, 


though it is the way to it; for we muſt firſt know that 
God is, and that he is a rewarder of thoſe wha diligently 
ſeet him, before we ſhall ſet ourſelves to ſeek him in 
earneſt ; yet it is not a clear head, but a good diſpoſition, 


that recommends us to God, and intereſts us in his fa- 
vour. If you hope to be the better for theſe divine 


truths, they muſt enter into your heart, and take poſ- 


ſeſſion of it: they mutt become a vital principle, pro- 


- ducing the fruits of holineſs, Og" and goodneſs, thro? 
7 whole life, 


The 
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The 3 of theſe cablime precepts, i is ts pode 
the whole man with that wiſdom which is from above, 
pure and peaceable ; to prepare, you through the aid of 
that kind Spirit, who will ever aſſiſt the humble and 
teachable mind, that you may become a holy temple 
for God to dwell in, whilſt you are raiſed above all the 
_ falſe amuſements of ſenſitive life: whereby you will en- 
Joy even here -an inconceivable felicity, which derives 
its ſpring from the God and Father of all, who endures 
for ever, and 1 * perpetually increaſe thro? 
the ages of en 


ts, 


I ſhall now begin with the 5th Es of St. Mat- 
thew, but to make the connexion eaſy, I muſt a little 
look back to the foregoing account, n in the 
latter part of the un * | 


A PARA. 


PARAPHRASE 


ON 


The Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Chapters of 
$2 7 MATTHEW. 


dss 


| C H A P. v. | OS” 

efus baving choſen a convenient number ons, con- 

7 Hantiy to attend 2 A his nk of pe travels 

with them all 2 e ly exhorting the people, 

o prepare, by untere 4 baly life, for = re- 

ception of the kingdom of heaven, which was at hand 

(or in other words) of the promiſed 1, 24 the great 

| deliverer who was to come, and whom they ſo impa- 
tienth arpectod. 

And that ho might beth i incaurage bis diſciples, who were to 
ad under him in the publiſning this doftrine, and awaket 
| his euditers to & thorough reformation, he erformed i in 
every place a great number of kind and beneficent mi- 
5 — by a word hraking ( thair e 

euer he cane. 


ND fering 1 „Tes wonderful 9 
. the multi- ances having drawn a great 
des, he went up number of woe out ſo that 

inte a mountain: he yas preſſed by them; Which 


avoid, 


. L. 


— 


8 A PARATRRASE on Chap. V. 
and when he was avoid, and that he might the more 
ſet, his diſciples conveniently inſtruct his diſciples, 
came unto him. whoſe affiftance would now begin 
e to be wanted, he retired to the top 
of a hill, where the crowd could not 

incommode him; where having ſeat- 
ed himſelf after the manner of the 

Fewiſh doctors when they were 

about to teach their ſcholars, and 

being ſurrounded by his diſciples, and 
as many others as were\difpoſed to 

hear him, 

2 Andheopen- 2 He inſtructed them in the laws 
ed his mouth, and of the Meſſiah's kingdom, and the 
taught them, ſay- neceſſary diſpoſition of mind. requi- 


ing, ſite for their admiſſion into it. 
The S0 LILO Q, or private refleftion, 
W an the foregoing part. : 


Think now, O my ſoul, with thyſelf, who this Je- 
ſus is, who comes with ſuch authority and goodneſs to 
inſtruct mankind ; behold in him that moſt excellent 
perſon, Who was the miniſter of the Father, in making 
the worlds. This is he who was promiſed to Abram and 
the patriarchs, the great deliverer who was to come; 
that ſeed of the woman, in whom all the nations of 
the earth ſhould be blefſed, who is declared the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
perſon. - This is he who converſed with Abraham and 
Moſes ; the angel of the covenant, in whom the name 
of God was. "Behold in him, that beneficent being, 
who though arrayed with light as a garment, and in the 
form of God, yet, for the ſake of the fallen race of 
men, condeſcended to lay aſide his glory, and ſubmit- 
ted to dwell in a human body, incompaſſed with all 
the ſinleſs infirmities of the human make, that he might 
in himſelf ſet us an example of patience, meekneſs, 
and reſignation to the will of God. And having im- 
popes a'life of ſorrow and reproach, in the moſt kind 
and compaſſionate actions, at length ſubmitted to the 
moſt painful death of the croſs,” that we through 5 | 
re | might 


* 


t 
might be reſtored to the favour of God, and obtain eter- 
nal felicity. n 1520 5 | 
This is the Lamb of God, who hath overcome the 
angel of death, opened the priſon of departed fouls, and 
by, his glorious reſurrection demonſtrated his dominion 
over the grave; who having all power committed into 
his hands, both in heaven and in earth, and under the 
earth, ts triumphantly aſcended to the right-hand of 
imperial glory and majeſty, above the higheſt heavens ; 
from whence he will come in the moſt ſolemn and au- 
guſt manner to render to myſelf, and all mankind, ac- 
cording to our works ; either wrath, indignation, and 
fiery vengeance, which ſhall devour the wicked; or a 
glorious and happy immortality, united with, and join= 
ed to, the ever bleſſed ſociety of the only living and 
true God, the fountain and origin of all goodneſs, 
and of the Lamb, who has loved us, and. died for us 
together with the glorious company of angels and arch< 
angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect. | | 
iſten then, O my ſoul, to his laws; be they the =! 
rule of thy obedience. Let no dangers affright, no | 
difficulties diſcourage, nor allurements intice thee ; but, man: 
through the aid of his good Spirit, following his exam< _ KIA! 
ple, and continuing patient in well-doing, obtain the | 
prize of eternal life. TOR” | e 


3 Bleſſed are tale 3 Bleſſed are all thoſe who are of 
poor in ſpirit®: for a humble and teachable diſpoſition, 
theirs is the king- willing to ex4mine what is offered to 
dom of heaven. them for truth, and are ready chear- 
| fully to receiye it on their being con- 

vinced of it; who eſteem it beyond 
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Ne phraſe — in ſpirit) uu here fiohify a teachable 
diſpoſition, and the ſenſe determines it. Our Saviour is about 
to erect a new legiſlation ; what is the firft flep to bring men to 
Jubmit to it, but a docile temper, accompanied with a le to: 
truth? And it was alone the want of it, that made the Jews 
reje& the Chriſtian inſtitution ; the <vant of this diſpoſition made. 
| the Phariſees /ay (when our Lord had produced the higheſt proof 

of his divine miſſion) he caſts out demans' by Beelzebub:s _ 

"er OI 
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the riches and glory of this world; 
and are willing to part with TE 
_ preſent enjoyment for its ſake, Bleſ- 
ſed, I ſay, are all ſuch as having the 
proper temper of mind neceſlary to 
introduce them into the kingdom of 
the Meſſiah here, which will infure 
to them an eternal and ever bleſſed 
eſtabliſhment in his heavenly king- 
dom hereafter, SO 


$0 L+L.OQ.VU-Y, 
Attend, O my {qul, to the voice of thy Lord ; let 


his words be rooted' in thy heart : weigh well the. im- 
portance of them, and let their beauty and wiſdom pre- 


| vail over thee, Say, what demonſtration couldſt thou 


give of thy unfeigned love to thy God, and ſteady ad- 
herence to the Lamb, if any thing can divert thee from 
attending to his will? And what proof canſt thou pro- 
duce of thy attachment to truth, and of thy ſincere 
regard for her intereſt, if tranſitory views can make 
thee reject her? No, if I will be intereſted in the fa- 
vour of God, and his Meſſiah, I muſt acquaint m 


ſelf with his laws; if I hope for a reſt in his ever-bleſ- 


ſed kingdom, I muſt ſuffer no temporal inconvenience 
to turn me from a ſteady obedience ? | | 
Is then a teachable temper the firſt ſtep to my being 
a Chriſtian ? is this diſpoſition abſolutely neceſlary to 
procure me the favour of God, and to enter me a 
diſciple of the holy Jeſus? is a ſincere love of truth, 


and a ſteady adherence to her under every circumſtance 


of life, the only preſcribed method for the obtaining 


eternal felicity ? how diligent ſhould I then be to guard 


againſt an-immoderate love of the pleaſures of this life, 


. or a. dread of the evils of it? how careful to diveſt my 


ſelf of all attachment to a'party, or regard to the ap- 
plauſes of an intereſt ? and how ought I to confirm my 


ſelf "againſt the fear of the cenſures of men, and the 


. 


cruel reproach of the zealous bigot?  - l 
An impartial examination may coſt me the love of 
my friends, and neareſt relations; it may make * * 
2 | po e 


Chap. V. MATTHEW. 11 
ſpoke of with deteſtation and abhorrence; it may 
throw me from ſociety, and diveſt me of human con- 
verſation; it may ſhackle my hands and my feet, anc 
lay me in the loweſt dungeon; the ax and the gib 
may be prepared, and the fire may be kindled te Eon- 
ſume me: Yet how dreadful ſoever the proſpe& may 
appear, this is the path preſcribed to the heavenly Ca- 
naan ; this is the marked out way to the new Feru/@- 
Jem + heaven and immortality cloſe the ſcene, and the 
Saviour of the world paſſed it before me. | | 
Then be not caſt down, O my ſoul, not let the 
_ terrors of the world affright thee; for truth is above 
all, and greatly to be ſought, and eternally happy will 
be all thoſe who find her. | 


4 Bleſſed are 4 Bleſſed are all they who lament 


they that mourn : their ſins and iniquities; who from a 
for they ſhall be true ſorrow for their paſt faults, for- 


comforted, ſake them with deteſtation and ab- 
w bhbuorrence. As alſo are all thoſe who 
e labouring under the evils of this life, 


patiently ſubmit to the will of God. 


and had rather indure their preſent 
afflictions, than relieve themſelves by 

. any criminal practices, To all fuch 
I bring an inſtitution of ſupport and 
comfort, from the affurance it af- 

fords both of the pardon of their fins, 
and the favour of God here, with 
their ſure admiſſion into the kingdom 
of glory hereafter. ; 


| SOLILOQUY. 
How amiable muſt that inſtitution appear, which 


makes proviſion for a whole order of beings, and 
brings relief to a ſinful and afflicted world? Such is the 


Chriſtian conſtitution, 'in every part ſuited to our wants, 
and in a way worthy its divine author. Its contents are 
no leſs than the pardon of an offending race, and the 
reſtoring of man to his God. And upon how kind 
and compaſſionate terms i a fincere mourning for 
hs | 5 2 | our 
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_ offences, and forſaking ſuch actions as muſt neceſ- 
Ceſſarily make us. miſerable 3 and at the ſame time 


greatly incouraging the patient ſufferer to a reſolute con- 


tinuance in well-doing, to hold faſt faith and patience 
under every difficulty of the human life, with a full 


aſſurance, that in the cloſing of the ſcene, all the pangs 
of heart, and agonies they have ſuſtained, ſhall but 
introduce their greateſt good. I ns 
- Attend then, O my foul, to this moſt important de- 
claration, and give it its utmoſt force; ſeriouſly reflect 
on thy ſtate, and place thy circumſtances in the ſtrong- 


eſt light. Think over the ſad effects of deviating from 


the laws of thy Creator, and violating thy obligations 
to thy God. Tremble at the deſtruction. before thee ! 
the eternal ruin to which thou hadſt betrayed thyſelf ! 
death ready to ſeize thee ! the pit open to receive thee ! 
no help! no interceſſor to interpoſe between thee and 

offended juſtice! . when pardon is proclaimed by the 
Only-begotten of the Father full of grace and truth: 
That moſt kind and beneficent being, whoſe boſom 
glows with all his Father's goodneſs, hath openly pro- 
nounced the ſincere. mourner for his offences bleſſed, 
and proclaimed comfort to the broken ſpirit, and the 
contrite heart. | l | 
Incouraged then by ſuch a profuſion of goodneſs, take 
arms againſt thy iniquities ; let thy trfnſgreſſions be thy 
only deteſtation. They alone can deprive thee of the 
favour of thy God, and make thee to dread thy ap- 
pearing before him; thy luſts only can make thee to y 


the preſence of thy Lord, from whom all happine 
ſprings, and whoſe approbation is the creature's ſupreme 

Awake then to righteouſneſs, and fin no more ; 
whilſt a genuine ſorrow for paſt tranſgreſſions, and a 
renewed obedience for the time to come, demonſtrate _ 


the true penitent and ſincere Chriſtian, 


5 5 Bleſſedare the 5 Bleſſed are all thoſe who are of 
meek: for they an inoffenſive and harmleſs diſpoſi- 
tion; wha by a gentle and mild be, 
haviour, prevent all occaſion of ani, 
| moites and quazrels; fuch hall not 
| E any 


earth. 
* 41 » * 
, * 


in the general be ſecured in the quiet 
poſſeſſion of what providence has 
kindly allotted them here, but they 
 _ ſhall be admitted into that new earth, 
which ſhall take place on the deſtruc- 
ſtruction of this preſent evil world, 


where love and peace ſhall inhabit for 
ever. 


S O LILOQU Y. 

Reflect, O my ſoul, on this amiable diſpoſition, for 
which the happy poſſeſſor is pronounced bleſſed by the 
Son of God himſelf. What is the temper of mind 1 
am hereby required to cultivate? and what is the prac- 
tice expected from me, but what directly tends to make 
me happy both here and hereafter? Where is the man 
who loves not the meek and quiet mind? Who would 
hurt the inoffenſive man? What wretch. ſo abandoned 
as to injure another, becauſe he knows he retires from 
contention, and will not return the injury ? 

This bleſſed temper unites mankind in its defence, 
and gives us all the ſecurity of a quiet and calm paſſage 
through this troubleſome life, as the nature of this ſtate 
will admit; whilſt its happy poſſeſſor enjoys a'tran- 
uility within, far, far ſuperior to all the pomp and 
— of worldly greatneſs. 0 | 
© Such, O my ſoul, is the natural tendency of this 
lovely virtue, as it ſtands connected with this preſent 
ſtate ; but the great diſpenſer of the divine will has 
inlarged the view, and heightened the glorious ſcene. | 

This moſt excellent perſon, who has reſtored life and 
immortality to man, has opened to us a moſt durable 
ſtate, where righteouſneſs and peace ſhall dwell for ever. 
This divine embaſſador has aſſured the meek and lowly, 
a ſure habitation, a firm and permanent abode, when 
this. preſent earth ſhall be diſſolved, and the proud, 
2 L and contentious, ſhall be utterly con- 
Incouraged by this delightful proſpect, ariſe to the 
combat; guard againſt thy paſſions, reſtrain thy deſires, 
root out every turbulent and unruly thought; let A* 


* 


\ 
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and wrath have no place in thy boſom ; that when that 
new earth ſhall appear, wherein nothing that offends 
ſhall be permitted to enter, thou mayſt have an abun- 
dant entrance, and an exalted ſtation, in the Meſſiah's 
E weer of love, e and peace. 


6 Bleſſed are 6 Rleſſed are all they who make 
they which do it their earneſt deſire and conſtant 
hunger and thirſt care, to lead a ſtrictly religious and 


after righteouſneſs: juſt life; ho from a pious ſenſe of 


for they ſhall be their duty to God, perpetually do to 
filled. all men as they would have others do 
to them: forall ſuch, by the good- 
neſs and favour of God, ſhall be a(- 
ſiſted with ſufficient means for the 
attaining the habits of righteouſneſs 
here; and by having thoſe habits 
perfected, be qualified for the moſt 
| exalted ſtations in the other wes. 


 $OLILOQUY. 


What is it, O man, thou requireſt of thy neigh- 
bour i ? what are the conditions on which thou deſireſtt the 
intercourſes of ſocial life ? what, but that he ſhould be 
true to his word, juſt in his dealings, faithful and ho- 
neſt in all his actions! Theſe are the bands of ſocie 
the foundation of mutual truſt and confidence, and t « 
great cement of friendſhip. Without theſe, univerſal 
diffidence and miſtruſt will obtain, diſorder and con- 
fuſion take place, and excited by lawleſs paſſions and 
unreſtrained deſires, the whole human race muſt be- 
come a band of infernals. 

Do I ſtand convinced of theſe important truths, 
and ſhall not a well regulated and juft temper of mind 
be my conſtant care? Shall my daily food be more dili- 
gently ſought, than this diſpoſition be cultivated ? A 
diſpoſition ſo reaſonable in itſelf, -and for which the 
_ of God hath pronounced the poſſeſſor bleſſed ; in. 
zged by the moſt comfortable promiſe, that if T 
will onthe and Dan ſeek aſter it, bo ſhall 222 
* in * higheſt degree. 


Gm MA42THEMW, 2g 
Warmed, O my ſoul, by ſo gracious a declaration, 

awake all thy powers; be ſuperior to any preſent al- 

lurements, and 2 oppoſe all private views, and 

partial deſires. 

ſincerity, nor lead thee to an unjuſt action. 


Think with thyſelf, am I a man, and ſhall I break 
through all the obligations of ' humanity ? Would I 


throw off another with contempt and abhorrence for 
fraud and injuſtice, and ſhall I be deceitful and trea- 
cherous? Dol believe myſelf accountable for my actions, 
and ſhall I violate the very firſt law of my make and 
conſtitution, which muſt expoſe me to the ſevereſt pu- 
niſhment? Do I call myſelf a Chriſtian, and has my 
Lord and Maſter placed ſuch a reward before me, and 


ſhall I think any diligence too great, for the acquiſition 


of fo neceſlary a virtue? a virtue on which the happi- 
neſs of the whoſe rational creation depends. Can I be 
qualified for an eternal happy duration, unleſs I am ſu- 
perior to every unrighteous action, and diſcharge the 
truſt committed to me with unſhaken fidelity ? . 

Attend then to thy duty; deſpiſe the vain and pe- 
riſhing pleaſures of unrighteouſneſs, which will aſſuredly 


end in everlaſting ſhame and contempt. But the up- 


right ſhall be for ever bleſſed, he ſhall be crowned in 
the day of righteous retribution ; he ſhall lift up his 
head with unſpeakable joy, and there ſhall be none to 
make him afraid. Purſue then both thy duty and in- 
tereſt ; thy duty is pleaſant, and thy reward inexpreſlible. 
True glory and honour attend thee, a bleſſed eternity 


thou doſt not obtain them. 


7 Bleſſed ate the 7 Bleſſed are they who are of a 
merciful: for they compaſſionate and forgiving temper, 
thall obtain MEICY. ready both chearfully to relieve the 


opens before thee, and the blame is only thy own if 


"neceſſities of their fellow-creatures, 


and heartily to forgive the injuries 
they receive from them. Such a diſ- 
poſition will recommend them to the 
divine favour, and render them pro- 
per ſubjects of his grace and mercy. 


SOL. 


t no temptation break in upon thy 
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SC QTY; 

Think, O my ſoul, on thy circumſtances in life, 
and the ſtation in which thy maker has placed thee ; 
and what can appear equally amiable with the precept 
before thee. _ 


Do I carry, a body about me, liable to innumerable 
evils, from which no affluence of fortune can ſecure 


me? Do] ſtand in need of various helps and aſſiſtances 


from my fellow-creatures, with whom my very make 
unites me? Does the ſummer's heat and the cold of win- 
ter equally affect us? and are we all alike ſubject to 
thirſt and hunger, grief.and pain, and ſtand expoſed to 
the ſame common enemies? What then can be more 


beautiful, both in the natural and moral world, than 


our joint concurrence againſt the ills of life, mutually 


aſſiſting one another ? 


Do I poſſes any temporal advantage above another? 
what uſe can I make of it, that will turn ſo much to 
my own profit, as the relieving my diſtreſſed neigh- 
bour ? What ſefiſual gratification can warm my mind, 
and fill it with that pure and durable pleaſure, as to 
ſee the diſſolving ſoul flowing in tears of unfeigned joy, 
from the tranſported breaſt of my poor brother, raiſed 
by my mite from the depth of ſorrow, and the moſt 
agonizing woe, to extaſy and bliſs? Who can behold 
the little family round their tranſported parents, lift up 
their infant hands to heaven, and call down all the 
bleſſings of this promiſe on their kind benefactor, with- 
out ng that true felicity which takes its riſe from 
heaven! | 1 

How ſtrongly are we called upon by our” Judge him- 
ſelf to the performance of this amiable virtue? and what 


aſſurance hath he given us, that the greateſt bleſſings 


ſhall attend its practice? who whilſt h@wdliges us to 
ſupport the diſtreſſed, and comfort the:defolate, hath 


folemnly aſſured us, that no act of kindneſs ſhpll loſe 
Its reward, and that the cloathing the naked, and feed- 
ing the hungry, ſhall intitle us to that happy ſentence, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 


Do 


DÞg 
ing, ſubject to great . miſtakes, and influenced by 
ſtrong paſſions, apt to miſguide and hurt me; who, 
after all my care to form my conduct, regulate my 
affections, and bring my body in ſubjection, muſt con- 


feſs that in many things I daily fail, and fall far ſhort 
of acting up even to my own better knowledge, and 


too often offend through folly and raſhneſs againſt my 
neighbour ? . 


Shall T then dare to be ſevere in cenſuring of others, 85 


when I alſo am guilty myſelf? Do I expect the kindeſt 
allowances to be made for my own faults, and ſhall 
I heighten the weakneſſes of my brother, of whoſe 
temptations or ignorance I am no judge? Certainly, our 
very make forbids it, and humanity itſelf comma 
the contrary. And were our views to extend no fur- 
ther, yet our common infirmities point out r= 
bearance we ſhould exerciſe to one another. 


But the proſpect opens; the Saviour of thE world has 


united our future with our preſent intereſt : he has aſ- 
ſured us, that as we judge, we ſhall be judged ; and that 
the ſame meaſure we mete, ſhall be wy oe to us again + 
that if we will not forgive our brother his hundred pence, 
the ten thouſand talents that we owe ſhall not be for- 


given; but that if we will remit our brother his few and 
many and great 


mall” offences againſt ourſelves, our very 
ol ae l. lag be remitted. 
Say now, O my ſoul, art thou aſſured that on ay 
compliance with this wiſe command, thy offences ſhall 
be forgiven, and thyſelf ſecured of the favour of thy 
God; and wilt thou not call forth all thy powers, that 
thou mayſt be found in the ſtrict performance of this 
kind injunction? nip Oe 
Shall the only-begotten Son of God, the expreſs image 
of the one ſupreme, no way liable to pain or ſufferings 3 
ſhall this moſt excellent perſon leave the realms of bliſs 
and glory, and for our fakes dwell in a mortal body 
and ſubject himſelf to all the ſorrows of the human life 
and ſhall I be wanting kindly to aſſiſt againſt the com- 


N 


mon evils that aſſault our make? 


Shall the Prince of peace, the appointed Judge of alls 


| make all the kind conceflions for a faulty world, of 
885 1 5 C which 


4 


J alſo find myſelf a very imperfect and faulty los! 
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which myſelf am part; and ſhall I dare imperioufly to 


judge my brother, and thereby aſcertain my own judg- 
ment ? | " a * 

Guard then, O my ſoul, againſt a mercileſs diſpo- 
ſition and a cenſorious temper, and by the conſtant prac- 
tice of charity and forgiveneſs, acquire thoſe delightful 
habits, without which thou wilt be for ever excluded the 


Meſſiah's kingdom. 75 


8 Bleſſed are the 8 Bleſſed are all they who are free 
pure in heart: for from all hypocriſy and uncleanneſs; 
they ſhall ſee God. and who preſerve themſelves, body, 

ſoul, and ſpirit, pure and undefiled : 
to ſuch perſons God will moſt clearly 
manifeſt himſelf in this life, and they 
ſhall have a more immediate acceſs 
to his glorious preſence in the other, 


$DLILOOUDS. 


How excellent muſt be that religion, whoſe imme- 
diate tendency is to ſpiritualize our natures, and take 
us off from thoſe ſenſitive enjoyments which are but of 
a moment's continuance, and ſubſtitute in their room 
the worthy habits of reaſon and virtue, which neceſ- 
farily advance the pure mind to the higheſt dignity, and 
fit it for an eternal enjoyment of the God and Father of 
all, in 45 preſence is fulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
hand are pleaſures for evermore © _ "OY 

Such, O my ſoul, is the Chriſtian . ; a religion 
truly ſpiritual, reaching the hearts and conſciences of 
men; Whoſe calls are to improve every power of the 
mind, and to enoble every faculty; to acquire habits 
whoſe native tendency is joy and peace; and ſuch in 
particular is the injunction before the. 15 
What is it, O my ſoul, thou panteſt after? what 
doſt thou crave as thy chief good? but that thou mayſt 
be admitted to thy creator's preſence, and be approved 


by the righteous * of the world. i 


Behold the wiſhed for path, the way marked out by 
the great "inſtructor of mankind, the Saviour of 
the world, ſent down from heaven to point 2 | 


Chap. V. MATTHEW. 79 
bliſs and immortality to man; and what doth our Lord 
require of us, but that we greatly exert our powers, 
examine faithfully, and judge impartially, that we 
may be freed from the mercileſs tyranny of craving ap- 


petites and lawleſs paſſions, be delivered from every 


falſe biaſs, that turns us from our duty and true inte- 
reſt; that we ſhould attain to a pure and intellectual 
life, unblemiſhed in thought, and blameleſs in action, 


clear from every ſtain of baſeneſs and deceit, and pre- 


ſerved unſpotted from the world and all its luſts; 
whereby we are reſcued from the deepeſt ſlavery, and 
raiſed to the higheſt freedom? The moſt worthy pur- 
ſuit of the rational mind, and what every wiſe and 
permanent being muſt preſs after. EN 

By this diſpoſition the whole man is prepared to act 


in concert with the holy and pure governour of the uni- 


verſe, to attend his commands, and perform them with 

the 8 alacrity. It is perpetually to riſe in 

knowledge, holineſs, and the favour of G 

the ages of eternity. 9 
How admirable is this character? how deſirable the 

reward? greatly then oppoſe the animal life, and all 


its deluſive charms. Tell it thou haſt a happineſs in 
view parmanent as its giver ; the earth may be diſ- 


ſolved, and the heavens run down a liquid fire, but no 


change ſhall ſhock the uninterrupted felicity of the pure 


and unſpotted mind. Ariſe then to the combat; in- 
gage all thy powers in this glorious warfare; heaven it 
ſelf is ready to ſupport thee, and the fruition of thy God 
will be thy reward for ever. . 5 


9 9 Bleſſedarethe 9 Bleſſed are they who are of a 
peace- makers: for kind and friendly diſpoſition; who 
they ſhall be called uſe their utmoſt endeavours to pre- 
the children of ſerve mankind in aw and amity 3 
God. and when any di 


them: Theſe ſhall be honoured with 
the diſtinguiſhing - character of the 
children of God; as having that tem- 
per of mind that renders them moſt 
like to w_ and more immediatehy 

2 a 


od, through 


erences do ariſe, 
üimploy all their power to compoſe 


fits 
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fits them for the glory and happineſs 
of the heavenly ſtate. 


SDLILOQU * 


How beautiful is the peace-maker ? and how ami- 
able the man who reconciles his neighbour? But -who 
is my neighbour ? who, but every individual of the 
human race, to whom J ſtand related as a man; a tie 
by which I owe him all the aſſiſtance myſelf could wiſh 
for, were our ſtations changed. And to what am I 
obliged by this pon, but to view mankind with 
love and goodneſs, to veil and pity all their various fail- 
ings ; to check the very firſt appearance of anger in the 
mind; to root out enmity, and extinguiſh malice z to 
reconcile my neighbours, and form their minds to love 
and kindneſs; to calm the diſordered ſoul, reſtore its 
peace, and give tranquillity to the breaſts of men. 

" This.is a diſpoſition that rewards itſelf; it gives the 
man that ſolid joy, and makes him to poſſeſs that true 
and durably felicity, of which no outward evil can de- 
prive him. A temper, that whilſt it promotes another's 
good, trebles the bleſſing on itſelf. | 
Such are its genuine fruits, and what ariſe from its 
very nature. But chriſtianity heightens the view, and 


makes the ſcene more glorious. | 


 Goed-will to men, was the angelick ſong that intro- 
duced the Saviour of the world. 


Good-will to men, is the kind injunRion of the Prince 
of peace to. his diſciples here. | = 

Good-will to men, is the breathing of the Chriſtian 
conſtitution, and the great foundation of our future 
happineſs ; which takes its riſe from the God and Fa- 
ther of all, the ſource and fountain of all that's good. 
Him we follow, him we imitate, whilft we are pro- 
moting the peace and concord of all about us: by this 
we become the diſciples of Chriſt, and followers of the 
Lamb, and are intitled to the glorious character of be- 
wy now, O my foul, what influence has this moſt 
gracious declaration on thee ? and how art thou affect- 


ed by it? Shall hatred or malice govern in thy boſom ? 
0 | a 1 
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or ſhall anger, wrath or 

thee? No! F* thou bleſſed diſpoſition of love 

I embrace thee 3 thou triumph'ft in m 
moſt amiable virtue 5 


un 
peeviſhneſs, bear rule within 


ne et den 


my heart is open ks receive thee, 


whilſt eyery oppolite thought is baniſhed for thy admiſ- 
fion : Henceforth Jove to my neighbour, and good-will 
to men, ſhall be _ e governing principle of -my future 


10 Bleſſed are 
which are 
ecuted for ri 

— = 
theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. 


10 Bleſſed are all hu who ſuf. 

fer, from the wickedneſs of men, the 

ſt indignities and evils of hu- 

man life, for the ſake of a good 
conſcience, and the favour of God: 


for all ſuch having given the greateſt 


proof of their ſincere love and reve- 


| rence of God, and of their ſubmiſ- 


11 Bleſſed are 
ye e when men ſhall 


revile - you, 


_ 


gl ag you, and 


ſay all man- 


ner of evil 


Fake, falſly for my 


hes 


1s 


: ry I * wee incoura 


12 1 
ing glad: 


| 2 to which 
you 


ſion and obedience to him, they ſhall 
receive a more — 2 reward 
in the kingdom of heaven. 

41 And of this eminent and 
| 7 which ſhall attend the pa- 
tient fufferer for well-doing, I take 
this opportunity to inform you, "1 | 


diſciples, whom I have <hoſen to 


- more immediately under me, in 


ſpreading my doctrine in the wo 
who therefore muſt expect the 


worſt treatment from the rage 1 | 
malice of wicked men, wi will 


ſtick at no injuſtice to abuſe and in- 


Jure'y you, for oppoſi ng their luſts and 


„ "Inſt which my 
doin are directly levelled: ＋5 


yay therefore, in a particular man- 


2 


Po and 


— with joy 


Pe and let your 7 in 
tranſport, — — that in- 


22 A PARAPEHRASE on Chap. V. 
for ſo perſecuted you ſhall be advanced, for your fide- 
they the prophets lity, in the kingdom of heaven. Nor 


which were before yet think, that this treatment is pe- 


YOu. culiar to you as my diſciples; for all 
| the kind inſtructors of mankind, 
particularly thoſe who have been ſent 
to the Fewyſh nation, have met with 
the ſame treatment, with whom if 
you perſevere, you alſo ſhall be re- 
warded ; as ſhall all other pious and 
virtuous men, who eſteem truth and 
the favour of God more than they 
fear the wrath and malice of the 

wicked and ungodly. _ 


18 0 L AL DD V.: 


Think, O my ſou], what thou art doing, and what 
obligations thou art laying on thyſelf, when thou pub- 
lickly declareſt thyſelf a Chriſtian; reflect on the ſta- 
tion thou art in, and what thou muſt expect to ſuffer. 
Weigh well with thyſelf the importance of thy under- 
taking, and the trials it will expoſe thee to, whilſt 


thou embraceſt a doctrine that thwarts the paſſions and 


luſts of men. L | 
But alſo conſider with thyſelf; is a life of eaſe and 

ſoftneſs to be preferred to the ſatisfaction of a good con- 

ſcience ? or the gratification of a ſenſual luft or plea- 


| Jure, to the approbation of thy God? Is the wrath 


of man more dreadful to thee, than the diſpleaſure of 
thy creator? or is the cenſure of a mortal more to be 
avoided, than that fearful ſentence of Go, ye curſed, into 
everlaſting fire? and canſt thou give up all thy hope of 
an eternal and bleſſed inheritance in the kingdom of 
heaven, for the baſe fear of the momentary terrors of 
yain man, whoſe life periſhes with his breath. 

Think with thyſelf whoſe approbation thou ſeekeſt? 
whoſe favour thou deſireſt above all? whoſe, but his 
Who is the God of the whole univerſe, thy creator 
and governour, and from whom all the good we enjoy 


ſprings ; whoſe injunctions we are obliged to obey 


Who has by the ſtrongeſt ties the greateſt right to our 


ſubmiſſion 


So 


— — 
3 


2 — 


— — 
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ſubmiſſion and obedience ; who requires truth and fin- 
cerity of his intelligent creatures, and will in no caſe 
acquit the hypocrite ; and who tries us here, but to raiſe 
us to celeſtial glory hereafter. 7 
If, then, this is but a probational ſtate, ſhort and 
imperfect ; if we are placed here only for the trial of 
our obedience, and to that end, ſurrounded with innu- 
merable difficulties ; if it is another ſtate that is to be the 
durable and happy ſtate of the human race; and yet, 
to which none ſhall be admitted but ſuch who (not- 
withſtanding all the oppoſition of wicked and ungodly 
men) have greatly profeſſed the truth, acquired the ne- 
ceſlary habits of ſincerity, and have joined to an ho- 
neſt heart an upright converſation; how reſolutely | 
then ſhould we preſs on in this glorious trial ? and how 
contemptible ſhould all theſe temporary inconveniences 
appear, ſince the glory of tthe ang ſtate is laid 
open to us? And was the diſcovery to cloſe here, who 
could in the leaſt heſitate where to fix his choice? 
But the kind inſtructor of the human race has 
N the gory wh our duty : when he calls us 
to ſufferings, he inlarges the reward ; and truth itſelf 
has aſſured us, that our ſuffering for righteouſneſs ke, 
calls for the utmoſt triumphs of joy and exultation, as 
being the ſure way to the higheſt glory and dignity, 
Avow then, O my ſoul, the cauſe of truth and 
righteouſneſs in the world; repine not at the evils thou 
mayſt be expoſed to for their ſakes; always remember, 
it is a ſtate of war and ſtriving that thou art engaged 
in, but glorious is the cauſe, and moſt i 
companions: The prophets and apoſtles are gone before 
thee, and the only-begotten Son of God is at thy head, 
who in himſelf has ſet us the moſt exalted example 
who being made perfect through ſufferings, and havin 
by his blood made atonement for our fins, is declar 
Lord of all. 8 | | 
Chearfully then take up thy croſs, and follow thy 
Lord and Mafter ; be equally ſuperior to the terrors and 
allurements of life; fix thy thoughts on that glorious 
; aſſembly who have already performed the race, and have 
| overcome, and are ſet down. rejoicing in thy ſteady 
and unſhaken behaviour. Lift but up thine eyes, * ar 5 
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24 A PARAPHRASE on. Chap. V. 
hold a crown of glory is prepared for thee, if thou 
doſt not retreat: Preſs but on, thou art ſure of vic- 


| He not then diſcouraged' at the difficulty: if great is 
| thy conflt, great alſo is thy ſupport. The blefled 
inhabitants above applaud thee, the Holy Spirit aſſiſts 
thee, thy God approves thee, and an abundant en- 
trance into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Sa- 
viour will be the bleſſed end of all thy ſufferings. 


13 Ye are the 13 And — may be fully ap- 
ſalt of the earth: prized of the characters you are to 
but if the ſalt have ſuſtain, know that T have called you 
loſt his ſavour, to be the guides and inſtructors of 
wherewith ſhall it mankind, both to form their minds, 
be falted? it and direct their actions. And as the 
= 1 8 but falt of the earth is neceſſary to pre- 
A beat on r ſerve the material world from cor- 
to be troden under rupting; fo are your inſtructions 
"thor of men. for the rectifying the moral world, 
But if falt, which is ſo uſeful and 
neceſſary for the ſeafoning of all 
other things, once loſes its own falt- 
neſs, it is impoſſible to reſtore its ſa- 
vour again, and it becomes good for 
nothing but to be thrown away as 
unſerviceable and uſeleſs: fo, in like 
manner, you who are deſigned to be 
the reſtorers of mankind, ought to 
take the greateſt care of your lives 
and converſation, leſt you fall into 
vice and folly; ſince your ſtate will 
be ſo much the more deplorable, as 
there will be none to reſtore you; 
but as the vileſt of men, you will be 
EE, rejected with the — contempt 

3 and abhorrence. e 
14 Ye are the 14 15 and 16 And that I may ex- 
light of the world. cite you to great diligence in the diſ- 
A city that is ſet charge of your office, refle&t with 
on an hill, cannot yourſelyes, that you do not light a 
be hid. candle to put in an obſcure hole, 
31 Nei- BE | where 


— 


Chap, V. 


15 Neither do 
men light a can- 
dle, and put it un- 
der a b 
on à candleſtick, 
and it giveth light 
unto all that are 
in the houſe. 

16 Let your 
light ſo ſhine be- 
fore men, that they 
may ſee your good 
wor ks, and glorify 
your Father which 
is in heaven. 


17 Think not 
that I am come to 
deſtroy the law or 
the prophets: I 


am not come to, 


2 but to ful · 


MATTHEW 


| Where it cannot be ſeen ; but you ſet 


del: but 


TY 


it in the moſt advantageous place; 
that it may give its light in the beſt 
manner to all who are about it, To 
the ſame end have I called you, and 


placed you in a conſpicuous light to 


the world, by endowing you with 
extraordinary powers, that you ſhould 
be ſpiritual lights, to enlighten man- 
kind, that they may turn from igno- 
rance and vice, to truth and virtue: 
And as this imployment will make 

ou as remarkable as a city that is 

uilt on a hill, fo that all who paſs 
by muſt behold it; ſo let your lives 
and actions be diſtinguiſhingly <x-, 


emplary, that men may chearfully 


acknowledge your divine miſſion, 


and glorify the God of heaven, by 


ſubmitting to my inſtitution, and 
practiſing its precepts. : | 
17 Nor let any man be ſo fooliſh 
as to think, that by 8 my 
diſciple, he will be any way releaſed . 
from a ftri& obedience to the laws of 
nature, revived by Moſes and in- 
forced by the prophets; for my coming 


as a lawgiver is ſo far from being with 


à deſign to weaken natural religion, 


or the moral obligations of mankind, 
that I am come to fulfil all that re- 


18 For verily 1 


ſay unto you, Till 


heaven and earth 
paſs, one jot or one 
tittle ſhall in no 
wiſe paſs from the 
law, till all be ful- 
filled, 


mains of typical and poſitive rites, 
which is not yet accompliſhed. 

18 And whereas there was no 
part of the ceremonial law, but what 
was given for wiſe reaſons, and you 
may aſſure yourſelves, is, or ſhall be 
in every minute circumſtance ſtrictly 
fulfilled ; ſo every part of natural re- 
ligion ſhall continue in its utmoſt 
force, as long as tha world. itſelf ſhall 


endure, | as 
7 5 19 And 
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break one of theſe 


leaſt command- 


ments, and ſhall 
teach men ſo, he 
ſhall be called the 
leaſt in the king- 


dom of heaven: 


but whoſoever ſhall 


do and teach them, 


the ſame ſhall be 
called great in the 


kingdom of hea- 


20 For I fay 


unto you, That 
except your righte- 


ouſneſs ſnall exceed 


the righteouſneſs 
of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye ſhall 
in no caſe enter 
into the kingdom 


of heaven. 
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19 Whoſoever 
therefore ſhall 


19 And whoſoever ſhall delibe- 
rately and preſumptuouſly break any 


of theſe moral precepts, which are 


of perpetual force throughout all 
ages, and ſhall either teach or in- 
courage others, by example or pre- 
cept, to practiſe the ſame diſobe- 
dience, he ſhall thereby forfeit the 
character of a Chriſtian, and loſe his 
part in the Meffiah's kingdom: but 
the man who joins with his belief of 


my being the Meſſiah, the ſteady 


practice of the laws of morality, 
and exhorts others to the like obedi- 
ence, he ſhall be publickly owned 
as my diſciple, and I will raiſe him to 
an exalted ſtation in my kingdom. 
20 Therefore flatter not your 


ſelves, as though you were intitled to 
the favour of God, by owning my 


miſſion, without obeying my laws, 
as the Scribes and Pheviſces do, who 
call themſelves after Maſes, and in 
words own him for their lawgiver ; 
yet neglecting the moral law, place 


their religion in external obſervances: 


for except you exceed them in the 
practice of all moral righteouſneſs, 
ye ſhall not be admitted into the hea- 
venly ſtate, but ſhall be intirely ex- 


cluded from the kingdom of God and 


SOLILOQUY, 


Neflect, O my ſoul, on the ſtation thou art laced 
de the obligations that ariſe from thy circumſtances 
In life. 9 | 


If thou art ſet in a publick light, know the eyes of 


' mankind are upon thee, The good regard thee, both to 
rejoice in thy virtue, and to follow ſo excellent a pat- 
tern; the bad, to glory in thy failings, and to ſupport 

themſelves in their vices by thy example, ink 
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Think then what muſt be the conſequence of th 
conduct, and what an influence it will have on 
about thee ? Think what an exceeding weight of glory 
is prepared for thee, if by a holy life, a chearful and 
patient continuance in well- doing, thou exciteſt man- 
kind to the ſteady practice of religion and virtue; but 
how dreadful muſt be thy account, and what puniſh- 
ment is prepared for thee, if thou abuſeſt thy calling, 
and becomeſt an example of unrighteouſneſs! What 
canſt thou expect, but that terrible ſentence ſhall be 
paſſed upon thee, which was once pronounced againſt 
the worſt of men, It were better for this man he had 
never been born? 5 N | 
But if a private ſtation is aſſigned thee, weigh well 
with thyſelf the excellency of thoſe precepts which muſt 
_ endure for ever; how important muſt thoſe obligations 
be that can never ceaſe? Labour to know and. digeſt 
them, ſearch for them as for hid treaſure, as the true 
and durable riches which will never fail. | 
Think wherein that religion which will be approved 
conſiſts, not in modes or forms; not in flaviſhly fol- 
lowing a party, or zealouſly ſupporting an intereſt ; 
but in an intire reſignation to thy God, in obeying his 
laws, and hating iniquity ; in 1mitating the beſt and 
moſt beneficent Being in a ſteady love to truth, and in 
the conſtant practice of univerſal goodneſs. ''Tremble 
therefore at the thoughts, and guard well againſt being 
ſeduced by external ſhew, or ſubverted-by the craft or 
applauſe of man. For know, O my ſoul, that except 
thy righteouſneſs exceeds the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 
and Phariſees (thoſe ſtrict obſervers of the ceremonial 
law) thou ſhalt have no intereſt in God's Meffiah.. 
Reflect alſo with the greateſt admiration and deepeſt 
humility, on this glorious diſpenſation before thee ; a 
diſpenſation which ſo beautifully exhibits life and im- 
mortality to thy view, and the ſtrong obligations it 
has laid thee under. Has that divine perfon, by whom 
the ages-were eſtabliſhed, and through whom the worlds 
were formed; has he left that glory which he poſſeft 
from the beginning, and in a mortal body ſubmitted to 
all the innocent infirmities of the human life, that he 
might exhibit in the moſt = and ſtrongeſt man w 
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the laws of his God and Father, and in himſelf ſet us 


a moſt perfect example of obedience; and ſhall I not 
follow the Lamb wherever he ſhall] lead me, and trace 
ſo excellent a pattern, marked out for my imita- 
tion? „ 
Apply thyſelf then to his laws, imploy all thy powers 
to underſtand them, that being deeply impreſt by the 
obligations thou aft under, thou mayſt be found in the 


univerſal and conſtant practice of all his wiſe and 5 


kind injunctions: that ſo being perfected in all thy 
habits of religion and virtue, thou mayſt be prepared 
to meet thy Lord, at whatſoever hour of the watch he 
ſhall come, and with him have an abundant entrance 


adminiſtered to ' thee, into the ever- bleſſed manſions 


of love and peace, which he 1s gone before to prepare 


for all thoſe who love him, and keep his command- | 


ments, 


21 Ye have 
heard that it was 
faid by them of 
old time, Thou 
ſhalt not kill : and 
whoſoeyer fhall 
kill, ſhall be in 
danger of the judg- 
ment, 


22 But I fay 
unto you, that 
whoſoever is angry 
with his brother 


without a cauſe, 


ſhall be in danger 
of the judgment: 


and whoſoeyer ſhall 


ſay to his brother, 
Raca, ſhall be in 
danger of the eoun- 
cel: but whoſo- 
ever ſhall ſay, 
Thou fool, 15 


21 My coming then is ſo far from 
having the leaſt tendency to indulge 
my followers in any liberties from 
which they were reſtrained by the 
moral law; that I am come, not 
only to confirm and ſtrengthen it in 
all its parts, but in many things to 
heighten and enlarge it: For inſtance, 
the law of Moſes only forbad mur- 

death 


der, and annexed as the penalty 
for killing of a man ; 
22 But I command you to reſtrain 
the very firſt fiſe of anger and wrath 
in the mind; for J aſſure you, that 
whoever indulges a raſh and paſſionate 
diſpoſition, which makes him angry 
and wrathful without occaſion, he, 
I fay, ſhall be liable to the juſt anger 
and diſpleaſure of God, proportion- 
ably to the offence of murder, which 
you puniſh with death. And he who 
allows himſelf in yet greater li- 
berties, and ſhall proceed publickly 
to mock at, and reproach his neigh= 
| | bour, 
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be in danger of 
hell-fire, 


Council ar on more flagrant of- 


23 Therefore if 


thou bring thy 
gift to the altar, 
and there remem- 
breſt that thy bro- 
ther hath ought 
againſt thee; 

24 Leave there 
thy gift before the 
altar, and go thy 
way, firſt re- 
conciled to thy 
brother, and then 
come and offer thy 
gift. : 


2 | 
with him: leſt at 


any time the ad- 
5 — 


to the judge, and 


thee to the officer, 


niſhed by God with the utmoſt ſeve- 


provo 


ful expecta 
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29 
bour, ſhall have his puniſhment 
heightened in proportion to that 
greater puniſhment which the Jeriſß 


fenders: But the man who gives a 
loſe to all his paſſions, and ſhall dare 
outragiouſly to revile and ſlander his 
brother, and cenſure him as a child 
of hell and damnation, ſhall be pu- 


rity, in a hell of fire, anſwerable to 
that moſt terrible puniſhment which 
you practiſe on the greateſt offenders, 
of burning alive. 
2 3 Therefore when you are about 
to offer up your prayers to God, con- 
ſider carefully with yourſelves, whe- 
ther in any ſuch inſtances you have 


injured your brother, and thereb 
the anger of God a 


5 - 

d 24 And if you have, firſt ſeek 
your brother, confeſs your fault, 
obtain his pardon, and he reconciled - 
to him, and then offer up your 
prayers to God; and God, who ſees 
your ſincere penitency, will forgive 
and accept you. 


25, 26 And this conduct is no 
more than what the common affairs 
of life require: for if you have a 
conteſt with another, a prudent ſub- 
miſſion will eaſily at firſt put an end 
to it, whilſt it is only between your- 
ſelves ; but when once you have put 
it out of your own hands, and the 
magiſtrate has taken cognizance of 
it, there remains nothing but the fear- 
| tion of the publick ſen- 
tence, and all hope of accommoda- 


tion is intirely paſt, So, under my 
8 


inſtitution, 


- treſpaſs, I encreaſe the diſorder, an 
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30 A PARAHRASH on Chap. V. 
ſhalt by no means inſtitution, you may in this life, by 
come out thence, repentance and amendment, prevent 
till thou haſt paid a1] the bad effects of your paſt faults ; 
the uttermoſt far- but if you delay till death and judg- 
thing. ment overtake you, the ſentence muſt 

paſs, and inexpreſſible torments will 

be your portion hereafter, 


SOLILOUTPY. 


What, O my ſoul, is the injunction before thee, but 
to promote peace and order, and to eſtabliſh with th 
own a univerſal good? What, but to preſerve thyſelf 
from the worſt of tyrannies (to wit) that of the furious 
and angry paſſions ; to bridle the ſource of difpleafure 
in the mind, and check the very' firſt motions of ha- 


tred and revenge; to raiſe in us the moſt intenſe degree 


of love, benevolence and forgiveneſs, whereby we 'be- 
come qualified for the heavenly ſociety, and are made 
partakers of even a divine nature. 1 75 
By anger and revenge I loſe my temper, provoke an 
enemy, and perpetuate the injury ; by forgiveneſs I at 
leaſt blunt his malice, if I don't gain a friend. By ac- 
knowledging a fault, and making fuitable reparation, I 
reſtore the order and harmony of the moral and intel- 
ligent world, which I had broken; by defending my 
d Fs for ruin: 
nor can any thing make me more cautious how I of- 
fend, than the ſenſe of the obligation I am under to 
make reparation as ſoon as I can. | 1 
What is it then my Lord and Maſter requires of me? 
but to act as a wiſe, a free, and accountable being; 
that I may be fitted for a bleſſed life in the celeſtial 
manſions, under the immediate government of the only 
true God; there to be employed by him in the mo 
delightful manner, through the ages of eternity. 


This is to make us free indeed, to reſcue us from 
the moſt dreadful ſlavery of malice and revenge, and all 
their dreadful conſequences ; paſſions that tear the ſoul 
to pieces, and unqualify us for ſocial life; paſſions that 
Premeditate miſchief, and make evil their chief end. 

) ſtate of dæmons, - implacable and cruel !' a perpetual 
N a circulation 
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circulation of confuſion and diſorder, leſs pernicious 
in its conſequences to another, than myſelf; who 
- whilſt I am hurting my e am drawing a far 
greater evil on my own head, which, if purſued, muſt 
end in univerſal ruin. | a OE 23 
Reflect then on thy happineſs, in having thy lot caſt 
under the goſpel of peace; that thou art.placed where 
the moſt kind and extenſively beneficent laws of our 
King Meſſiah are exhibited in the ſtrongeſt light, what 


thankfulneſs ſhould it excite in my breaſt ? what dili- 
_ gence to fix them in my heart? what attention ſhould 
| 7 always afford them, that I may chearfully practiſe 
them in every occurrence of life, and have my mind 


perpetually inflamed with their eternal beauty and di- 


vine excellency ? 


27 Ve have heard 


that it was ſaid by 
them of old time, 


Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery. l 
n et E fay - 


unto you, That 
whoſoever looketh 


on a woman to luſt 


after her, hath 
committed adul- 
tery with her al- 


ready in his heart. 
29 And if thy 
right eye offend 


thee, pluck it out, 
and caſt it ſrom 
thee: for it is pro- 


fitable for thee that 


one of thy mem- 


bers ſhould periſh, - 


and not that thy 
whole body ſhould 
be caſt into hell. 

| 30 And if thy 
. — hand _ 
— , cut it off, 


27 But further, the law ſays, 
thou ſhalt not commit adultery, _ 


= 


228 But, 1 fa unto, you, whoſo- 
ever looketh on a married woman 


with impure defires and intentions, 
is-chargeable with the crime of adul- 


tery, and will be puniſhed accord- 


ingly. 


29, 30 Therefore how difficult 
ſoever the practice of theſe refined 
and ſpiritual precepts may ſeem, and 


how ſtrong ſoever the . paſ- 


ſions and Oy may grown 
through cuſtom and habit, ſo that 


the parting with them may be as 


hard as the cutting off a right hand, 
or plucking out a right eye; yet, if 


they are the occaſion of fin, it is 


much more eligible to part with 
them, and indure the preſent uneaſi- 


neſs, than, by gratifying your unrea- 


ſogable 


A” 

22 A Pararnrasr on Chap. V. 
and caſt it from ſonable deſires, deprive yourſelves of 
thee : for it is pro- the favour of God, and be condemn- 
fitable for thee that ed to everlaſting miſery, ae 
one of thy mem- | | 68: 
bers ſhould periſh, 
and not that thy 


whole body ſhould 
be caſt into hell. 


801 ILO QU v. 


O crime not to be named without the deepeſt hortof 
and deteſtation! O vice, hard to be forgiven, baſe and 
mo ou; deſtructive of ſociety, and the ruin of a 

Righteous and juſt, O Prince of peace, is thy decree, 
the beauty heightens in the ſtrictneſs of the law; with 
great wiſdom and goodneſs haſt thou guarded againſt 
the firſt approaches to it. 70 . 

Bow then, O my ſoul, before the Lord with the 
deepeſt humility, and tremble before him: Treaſure up 
dis prohibition in thy heart, that the glare of beauty may 
never deceive thee, nor the leaſt impurity lead thee aſide. 
Think of the divine goodneſs that has ſo kindly checked 
the very firſt ſtep to the moſt deteſtable tran 2 3 
the fountain of all confuſion and diſorder in the world. 
Dare not for thy life to indulge one idle thought, nor, 
as thou defireſt thy eternal peace and felicity, ſuffer one 
irregular deſire to poſſeſs thy boſom, for thou knoweft 
not where it may lead thee. Better that a mill- ſtone 
were tied about thy neck, and thyſelf thrown into the 
ſea, than that fuch a band of dæmons ſhould be let 
loſe in thy breaft ; a legion of lawleſs wiſhes not to be 
appeaſed, furious as hell, and more devouring than the 


ve. | "op 
S Think, O my ſoul, no difficulty. too great to avoid 
ſuch a ſtate of confuſion, nor any diligence too much to 
ſecure thy purity ; let both the puniſhment'terrify, and 
the reward excite to a ſteady obedience. In this holy 
warfare reſolutely cut off the right-hand of thy luſts, 
and pluck out the right-eye of ſenſual deſires. Pro- 
ſtrate thyſelf before thy Goa, in a deep ſenſe of thy 
1 . de "own 


Chap, V. MAT TH DW, 


33 
own weakneſs; implore the conſtant interpoſition of 
divine aid and aſſiſtance; that the God of purity wouk 
deliver thy whole man, and preſerve both body, foul 
and ſpirit, pure and holy to the coming of our Lord. 


31 It hath been 


faid, Wholoever 
ſhall put away his 


Wife, let him give 


er a writing of 


divorcement. 


32 But I ſay 


af 8 ſhall 


31 Again the law allowed the man 
in certain caſes to give a bill of di- 
vorce to his wife (Deut. xxiy. I.) 
whereby the marriage- relation was 


diſannulled, and the woman at liberty 


to marry again, as though the former 
contract had never been made. 

32 Bat, I ſay unto you, hence- 
forth it ſhall not be lawful for any 


man to put away his wife, unleſs ſhe 


has been guilty of fornication ; and 
whoſoever ſhall put away his wife 
for any thing that was difagreeable 
before marriage, except for the vio- 


lating ber virginity, ſhall be charge- 


able both with the guilt of the adul- 
tery which the woman commits 1 
her marrying another man, an 
which that man commits in marrying . 


the woman ſo put away. And this 


precept is no more than the reſtoring 
the primitive inſtitution of marriage, 
and brin ing it hack to its firſt deſign; 
the Mdofaick grant being ry 
temporary indulgence, which you 
perverſe and wicked tempers made 
neceſſary, to prevent greater miſe 
Chiefs. br ns tal} 


A 


Here, O my ſoul, thou haſt nothing to do, but to 
Tet —— 2 that wiſdom d peaked which 
have delivered thee from the temptations that ariſe from 

equent divorces among the ſons of men. De 
| By this wiſe and kind injundtion the peace and baff 
mony of the matriage-ſtate is ſecured, the boundleſs 
| E MA rovings 
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them of old time, 


 forſwear thyſelf | under by their oaths; and therefore 
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34 A PARATRHRASE on Chap. V. 
rovings of ungoverned deſires prevented, and the fatal 
effects of wrath and anger reſtrained and limite. 

Thou haſt dried up the abandoned woman's tears, 
and huſhed the cries of the helpleſs infant, torn from 
the embraces of the ſlighted mother, who, loſt, for- 
faken, friendleſs, is left diſconſolate to ſolentary grief 
and laſting woe. „ 
O heart- breaking ſtate! O cruelty, too barbarous 


for the human make, to tear the woman from the 


once indearing husband, and tender mother from her 
child! | | 5 5 
O kind reſtorer of the original marriage-law, what 

grateful thanks are due to thee, from all the wiſe and 
good; who, deteſting the dreadful ruin licentious luſt 


hath made, rejoice in the delightful path of true fe- 


licity, 'and laſting love, guarded by holy, juſt, be- 
nevolent laws; by which the mind is kept in proper 
bounds, and ſaved from the brit ſource of unreſtrained 
defifes? . © Vw Sac 
Then ſtop a while, my ſoul, and view, with wonder 


and delight, wiſdom and goodnels joined in one; behold 


with tranſport our preſent bliſs and future happineſs, 
the conſtant ſpring of all the wiſe injunctions of our 
king Meſſian. KT 3 
And whilſt thou art fixed in contemplation on the 
perfect beauty of the marriage-ſtate, the fitneſs that 
the union by which this earth is peopled, ſhould be in- 
violable ; and that nothing ſhould ſeparate the dear united 
pair, whoſe mutual endeavours are ſo neceſſary to form 
the tender mind, and raiſe a future race to virtue : bow 
and adore before the Prince of peace, by whom it 
ftands ſecured from foul invaſion, and everlaſting blot. 
And whilſt thou owneit the wiſdom, goodneſs, and 
beauty of his laws, promote their — Aids. in the world 
WTI, v . 


33. Again, ye 33 To proceed, the law only 
have heard that it prohibits all perjury and falſe ſwear- 
hath been ſaid by ing among men, and requires an ex- 
chem act and religious performance of the 
Thou ſhalt not obligations they had laid themſelves 


to 


but ſhalt perform 
unto the Lord thine 
_—_ 

34 But I fay 


unto you, Swear - 


not at all ; neither 
by heaven, for it 
is Gods throne : 


-35 
bo performed as though God was 
viſibly preſent to puniſh their breach 
of them. R e 

34 But I command you utterly to 
abflan from ſwearing in your ordi- 
nary diſcourſe, as is the too conſtant 
practice of the Jewiſb nation, where- 

by that moſt ſolemn action, for the 
putting an end to contention, loſes 
its due force and reverence. Nei- 


ther flatter yourſelves that you leſſen 


35 Nor by the 


earth, for it is his 
footſtool: neither 
by Jeruſalem, for 
it is the city of the 
great King. 


thou ſwear by thy 
head, becauſe thou 
canft not make one 
hair white or 


* 


of heaven, whoſe throne it is. | 


| „ "ho 
36 Neither ſhalt - 


the crime in ſwearing by interior and 


created things, for this is indeed ſwear- 


ing by the creator and maker of them; 


therefore you {hall not ſwear by hea- 
ven, for a abs is ſwearing by the God 


. 


the earth, for that is ſwearing by God, 
whoſe footſtool the earth is; neicher 


35 Neither ſhall thou ſwear by 


by Feruſalem, for God has honoured 


that city, by becoming its imme- 
diate lawgiver and governour, and 


therefore is an appeal to God him- 


36 Neither ſhall you ſwear by things. 
of leſſer importance, which ſtill is an 
appeal to God as the maker of them, 
For inſtance, your ſwearing by your 


dr head, is ſwearing by God who formed 
it, nay your very hair was made by 


him, who beſtowed its colour upon 


37 But let your 
communication be 


Yea, yea; Nay, 
0 5 „ 


neſs 
37 Therefore under my inſtitu- 


it. Neither can you make it white 
before its time, nor when whitened 
by age, can you reſtore its * black- 


again. 


tion, the moſt plain and ſimple con- 
verſation 5 required, conſiſting an 


— 1 1 
— 


F 4 


2 


2d, of all the Eaftern people is black, 


* 
— = ;., ct; 


= _ - _ _ = \ = "z * — 
* — . — — = = = * - — 
—— — 1 OO - 32 _ 2 9 — 3 * l = 
P . 4 : - — 
e 8 I. — oy 1 * * 
x 22 - - 2 > 
- 5 


— p 


. — 
N . 
” * 
* 45 = = 232 - — — — — OY — — * 
— —ů ů — ů X —ů —ä— — ——— * — — „ . 7 — — * > 2 
* * . p * Tone Jy — 3 PR Yoo yp — 12 . ee * 
- 


0 ——— —— Q— 


——U— — 0 2 2 


N 


TF m_—_— — — 


„ö/EP — 


36 A PaRAHR ABE en Chap. V. 
nay : for whoſo- of bare affirmations or denials ; which 
ever is more then are all that are neceffary to be uſed 
theſe, cometh of by a juſt and righteous man, Who 
evil. will Saas be believed without more 
ſolemn aſſeverations, which proceed 
only from a fooliſh habit, ain a raſh 
and wicked temper of mind. | 


$OLILOGVY, 
What, O my foul, is the primary law of thy make? 


and what does even natural. religion require of thee ? 


What, but that as I receive my being and every bleſ- 


fing from my moſt kind and bountiful creator; ſo I 
ſhould poſicfs my breaſt with the higheſt reverence and 
regard for him, and ſo think of him, as to be always 


influenced by his authority in the ſtrongeſt manner? 
Can I then name that moſt excellent being, in a 
light and trifling way, who holds the univerſe in his 
, 3 and on whom the exiſtence of all things de» 
pends? | 5 „ ng 
Pegel T dare irreverently to call upon him, who can 
raiſe me to the higheſt dipnity and happineſs, or ſink me 


to the vileſt condition, and puniſh me with the ſevereſt 


torments? _ 3 J SC -- 

Shall J inſolently call the fupreme Lord of all to wit- 
neſs to my follies, and make his holy and tremendous 
name bear a part in all my looſe and fooliſh amuſements? 
What is this, but to debaſe his glory, to treat him as 
we durſt not treat our earthly governour, or even one 
ſubordinate to him? | 

Shall an Eaſtern monarch think death too flight a pu- 
niſhment for uſing his name to ſupport a falſhood ? 
and what aggravated puniſhment muſt I deſerve, if I dare 
either impiouſly to appeal to him in atteſtation of a fal- 


ſity, or neglect. to perform the action to which I have 
1 — 0 v 


bliged myſelf by His moſt holy and reverend name? 

If then dur regard to ah 'oath is of fo great import- 
ance”; if never to be uſed, but for the'peace and tran- 
quillity of ſociety, and to put an end to Prise; if the 
reverence that is due to it ſuffers, and is deſtroyed by 
looſe and profane ſwearing, and a ſtate of 1 om 
R * diſorder 


diſorder is introduced b it; what en are 


due to our kind in , who by fo ſalutary and well- 


guarded a law, has obliged againſt the firſt ſtep that 
might head us either to the contempt of an oath, or an 
irreverent uſe of it? But further, 

— How elearly has out Lord extibited to our view the 
whole crfation as proceeding from God, and belong: ging 
to him? and therefore no appeals are to de made to 
any part of it, in a füiglit and indecent manner, as 
bearing in 'it a contempt of him who made it. 


Hew wonderfully his dur wiſe lawgiver preſerved us 


fre: che danger that always attends the common ſwearer ? 
notonlyof impiouſty tearing asit were to pieces the ſacred 
and reverend name of the Moſt High; but alſo of falling 
into numberleſs ſurprizes of falſe ſwearing, which is & 
word cloathed with death, and which, O my foul, would 


bit too ſoon betray 'thee into the moſt deliberate per- 


„ and muſt end in thy eternal ruin? 
ow beautifully has our King and Head preſcribed to 
us the amiable converflition, which is calm, open and 


innocent (free from every boiſterous paſſion that clouds 


the mind, and inſults the hearer) a converſation that 


: 8 i © 


carries conviction In its delivery, and gives a grace to | 


the 'fpezker ? 


Attend theh, O miy foul, to this law ; let thy words | 


be conducted _— Fand righteouſnelfs; 3 let mod 
and truth preſick y Tonverſution; that the hearer 
may give credit i 4 ity — and that the words of 
thy mouth nizy have acteſs to his heart: then ſhalt 
thou rejoice in in the mba viſitation, and ſhall eat of the 
tree of life in the of the feradice'of Sed. 5 


38 Ve have heard 38 Again, the judicial hw aliown 


thiit it hath been of Tee 65, and permits che Te> , 


ſaid, An eye for turn of injury or damage in Kind. 
an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth, 

39 But I fay 2 But under my — this 
unto you, That ye practice ſhall not be tolerared; nei- 
reſiſt not evil: but ther ſhall ye oppoſe violence with 
| whoſoever ſhall Violence: and this command I lay 

mite thee * upon all my followers, "that if they 
| 7 _ _ cannot 


— — * 


38 


— 


right cheek, turn 


to him the other 


alſo. 


40 And if any 


man will ſue thee 


at the law, and 
take away thy 
coat, let him have 
thy cloke alſo. 


41 And whoſo- 
ever ſhall compel 
thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain. 


cannot be my diſciples. 


A PARAPEHRASRE n Chap. V. 


cannot redreſs their injuries in a 
peaceable manner, they not only pa- 
tiently bear them, but that they ven- 


ture the repetition of them, rather 
than relieve themſelves by revenge. 


40 Nay further, if any man will, 


under the pretence of public k juſtice, 
attempt to deprive you of what you 


have an unconteſtable right to; if it 
is a matter of no great importance, 
rather ſuſtain the damage, than by 
ingaging in a vexatious affair, hurt 
that diſpoſition without which you 


41 And laſtly, if the officers of 


the government will oblige you to 


unreaſonable ſervice, in your attend- 


ance on the publick; rather do twice 
the duty exacted of you, than by 
refuſing, involve yourſelves in Arif. 
and contention ; which will always 
indanger your innocence, by ingaging 
your paſſions, and ſo unfit you for 
the practice of the Chriſtian duties; 


Therefore, though their demands be 


7 


that aſketh thee, 
and from him that 
would borrow of 
thee, turn not thou 
away. | 


$0:L4LOQUY- : 


Reflect, O my ſoul, with the greateſt attention on 


either by chearfully giving or 


unreaſonable and unjuſt, yet comply 


with them, if they are not of great 

importance, rather than ſuffer your 

peace of mind to be injured, or 

8 | your temper diſcompoſed. | 
42 Give to him 


42 Much leſs ſhall you be back- 
ward in ſupporting your 3 
| ending 
him ſuch aſſiſtance as his wants and- 


neceſſities may require. 3 


7 


the injunction before thee, that doing convinced of its 
reaſonableneſs and beauty, thou mayſt obey it with the 


greateſt 


Chap. V. MATT H E V. 39 
greateſt alacrity. A law, which however rigid it may 
at firſt appear, yet has a direct tendency to raiſe us to 
the higheſt perfection of which our natures are capable, 
and fit us (under every poſſible ſtate of exiſtence) for 
the ſervice of the Lord of the univerie through the 
ages of eternity, in every noble and excellent employ- 


ment. | 5 | 
To this end, ſeriouſly confider with thyſelf what thy 
Lord and Maſter hath called thee to, and deſigns thee 
for? He came to take us out of this preſent evil world, 
to perfect us by patience, to raiſe us ſuperior to either 
the good or evil of this life, and to conduct us to eter- 
nal glory in a ſtate of uninterrupted peace and love. 
Say then, if little provocations ruffle me, can I be 
linen for a ſtate of unmoleſted peace and tranquil- 
lity, not to be diſturbed by raſhneſs and reſent- 
ment? Can love ſubſiſt in a ſcciety that can't bear the 
leaſt contradiction ?- Shall I not too ſoon be guilty of acts 
of injuſtice, if Jam inflamed with every little offence? 
And ſhall I not in a very little time be under the go- 
vernment of humour or paſſion, ſo that every thing I 
ſhall happen to diſlike, ſhall become an unpardonable 
crime? Will not this procedure intirely diffolve that 
only bond of unity, which conſiſts of love and good- 
neſs; and thereby intirely unfit me for an eternally 
blefſed and ſocial ſtate. „„ 
Does then my happineſs, as a ſocial being, conſiſt in 7 6 
the governing my paſſions, in quelling reſentment, i 
and bearing with little inſults and P rather than | i! | 


diſturb the community, of diſcompoſe my own temper ? 
Could a more imperfect diſpenſation diſcover, that it is 
more glorious to conquer my own ſpirit, than to take 
a city? And am I thereby prepared to be what the go- 
vernour of the world would have me to be; and do what 
the Lord of all would have me to do? And ſhall it not 
be the buſineſs of my life to attain to it? £ 

Think, O my ſoul, on the glorious example thy 
Lord has ſet thee ! Has the Prince of peace performed 7 
the kindeſt offices of love, in return for the ſcorn and 
reproaches of men? Has he imployed the power of hea- | KF 
ven for their good, in return for the baſeſt ingratitude 1 
and ſevereſt injuries? and were his laſt groans on 5 1 
e croſs, 1 


* a 
. * 
— — P =y 
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_ crols, for mercy for his perſecutors and murderers z = 
and ſhalt thou think much of paſſing by the little lights 
and affronts of men like thyſelf, and to whom perhaps 
inſtances thou haſt been more faulty than 


in ſome inſtan 

Bow then before thy Lord and King; praiſe and exe 
tol thy beneficent lawgiver, who has obliged thee 

ſo worthy a law, ſo conducive to thy everlaſting feli 
city. Employ all thy powers to acquire the habits of 
patience and forbearance, that yielding a chearful obe- 
dience to this divine precept, thou mayſt he prepared 


for an eternal 


43 Ye have heard 

that it hath been 
ſaid, Thau ſhalt 
love thy _neigh- 
bour, and hate 
thine enemy : 


44 But I fay 


_ unto vou, Love 
your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe 
you, do good to 
them that hate 
you, and pray for 
them which de- 
ſpitefully ufe you, 
and perſecute you: 


oe, and mayſt not be hurt 


43 Laſtly, you have been taught 
that though you were commanded ta 


leve your neighbour, yet you were 


permitted to hate and ſeek the hurt 
of your enemy. . 


of Aut I 2 my diſci- 
&, that ye guſtivate ſueh a temper 
of love and goodneſs, 45 be always 
kindhy- affect to your very enemies; 
and that you diſcoyer this diſpoſition 
both by ſpeaking all the good you 
are able, even of thaſe who revile 
and eurſe you, and by performing 
all the kind offices of life to thoſe wha 
hate you, and take every accaſion to 
injure you. And laſtly, when their 
implacable temper proceeds to ſuch a 
height, as to return for all your good - 
neſs, the utmoſt virulence of malice, 


even to the ſeeking of your lives; 


even than pray for them, that they 


45 That ye 
1 children of 
your Father which 
is in heaven, for 
he maketh his fun 
| to 


nay repent, and be forgiven. 
"6 And by the t practice 
of theſe precepts, raiſe yourſelves to 
ſuch an eminent degree of goodneſs, as 
to be ready on all occaſions to perform 
every actof kindneſs and — 
| VVlthout 


to riſe on the evil 
and on the good, 


and ſendeth rain on the Lord of the univerſe, who con- 
the juſt and on the tinues the comforts and bleſſings of 
unjuſt. this life to the ungrateful and wicked, 
in common with the good and virtu- 
N ous, A | 
46 For if yelove 46 This procedure is neeeſſary for 
them which love youracquiring the heavenly — Aon 3 


you, what reward 
have ye? do not 
even the publicans 
the ſame? 


47 And if ye 
falute your bre- 
thren only, what 
do you more than 


others? do not- 


even the publicans 
fo? 

48 Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even 
as your Father 
which is in heaven 
is perfect. | 
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without repining; and thereby ap- 


prove youſelves the true children of 


for if your love and affection is li- 


mited to your friends and aſſociates, 


— do no more than what is practiſed 
y the very publicans, whom you 
eſteem the very worſt of men, 


47 Nay, though = proceed to 


expreſs the greateſt affection for thoſe 


of your own ſect or party; yet if you 


ſtop here, the very publicans come 
up to you, who love and delight in 
thoſe who agree with them. | 


438 But do you ſet the divine be» 
ing for your example; and by doing 


all the good in your power, imitate - 
the preſerver of the world, in the 


moſt amiable of his perfections. 


$SOLILOQUY, 


| Obſerve, O my foul, with the deepeſt 
— wiſdom and good 


attention, the 
neſs with which thy Lord and 


ſter leads thee through the ſeveral duties of the Chri- 


ſtian life; and how amiably he prepares the way for 
thy eaſy reception, | OR | 
| When he has 


of them. >. FI : 
"Ad thee above reſentment for little 


injuries, and taught thee to be calm under flight pro- 


vocations, he then proceeds to guide thee to perfection, 
and ſets the example of the ſupreme Lord, the origin' of 
all being, for thy pattern, for imitation. He places in 


the ſtrongeſt light the God of all created nature, with 


| Whom is all power, and to whom none can ſay, why 
doſt thou ſoz as exerciſing _ the moſt extenſive man- 
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ner his bounty and goodneſs to even his ungrateful 


and obſtinately offending creatures. 


O love immenſe! O goodneſs beyond conception 1 
Thou ſpring of mercy, from whence all compaſſion 
flows! who not only bears with the diſobedient and 


faulty, but loads them with benefits, to awake them 


to repentance, and prepare them for the higheſt felicity. 
How ſhould my ſoul be inflamed by ſo perfect an ex- 
ample? How diligent to follow ſuch a divine pat- 
tern ? 8 | 


| Shall the Creator of the univerſe exerciſe his good- 
neſs towards his offending creatures (of whom I myſelf 
am part) in order for their amendment? who if he were 
to deſtroy us, could raiſe out of this duſt a more noble 
order = beings, to ſpeak forth his glory, And ſhall 
not I, a faulty creature, who ſtand myſelf in need of 
forgiveneſs, truly compaſſionate my — brother? 
Do I dare to implore mercy and pardon from the 
fountain of love for my ten thouſand talents; and 
ſhall I not make it my glory to imitate my God, by 
cultivating a gentle and friendly diſpoſition, always 
ready * forgive my offending brother cis hundred 
nce: 5 | 
Say, O my ſoul, how canſt thou ſuffer one moment 
to paſs thee, till thou haſt evidenced to thyſelf thy being 
poſſeſt of this divine temper, by ſincerely and affec- 
tionately imploring all manner of bleſſings on the man 
who imprecates all manner of evil upon thee ? and haſt 
manifeſted that diſpoſition to others, by aſſiſting him on 
all proper occaſions, with the greateſt alacrity and chear- 
fulneſs? always returning love for hatred; and good 
and beneficent actions for ſuch as are unkind and miſ- 
chievous. Nay; though the malice and enmity of man 
ſhould ariſe to ſuch a height, as to deprive thee of this 
momentary life; yet let that glorious principle of di- 


vine love be perfected in thee, and, with thy dear Lord, 


let thy laſt breath be love to thy perſecutors, the ar- 
oo reathings of warm deſires, for their eternal fe- 
il. 5 5 

And that this bleſſed diſpoſition may be raiſed in thee 
to the higheſt pitch, conſtant and uniform, reflect with 
thyſelf, to what a dignity it will exalt thee ! 3 — 
85 F taken 
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taken into the ſociety of the ſupreme God and Father 
of all, and his only-begotten Son; to be owned by our 
Lord as his brethren, and as adopted by, and claiming un- 
der him, the glorious character of a Son of God: The 
higheſt dignity, the moſt exalted creature can poſſibly 
attain! A name that carries in it inconceivable glory 
and happineſs, and to which is annexed eternal life. 
Nor flatter thyſelf, O my ſoul, that this character is 
attainable, without the ſteady practice of this amiable 
precept. Every one is pleaſed with thoſe who conform 
to their manners and cuſtoms, and careſs the man 
who careſſes them. And what is there eee 


in this procedure, to be pleaſed with being humoured, 


and to love the man who indulges my paſſions ? | 
But wouldſt thou be qualified to live for eyer? 

wouldſt thou acquire the exalted title of a child of 

God ? thou muſt be like him in all thy actions, and 


conducted by his great example. Truth, righteouſneſs 


and goodneſs inuſt be the rule of thy life; love and 
mercy muſt be the overflowing of thy boſom 3; that ſo 
imitating our moſt beneficent Creator in all his divine 
perfections, thou mayſt (in thy ſphere) be perfect, as 
our Father who is in heaven is perfect, HE 
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CHAP. VI. 


| Having inſtructed you in thoſe parts of your duty, wherein 


your righteouſneſs is to exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees; I now proceed to ſhew you in 
- other inſtances, what practices of theirs you are to ab- 
 flam from, and what diſpoſition of mind is _— t 
your being approved by God ; who only regards the deſign 
men have in the performing thoſe very attions which 
are in themſelves commendable and praiſe-worthy. 


x heed 1,2 FOR inſtance, in the diſtri- 


chat ye do bution of alms to the poor, 


not your alms be- take particular care not to do it in a 
ſore men, to be publick and oſtentatious manner: for 
F 2 thereby 
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feen of them: 
| otherwiſe ye have 
no reward of your 
Father which 1s in 
heaven. 

2 Therefore when 
thou doeſt thine 
alms, do not ſound 
a trumpet before 
thee, as the hypo- 
— — do, in np 
ynagogues, and in 
they may have 
lory of men. 
9 y, I ſay unto 
you, they have 
their reward. 


3 But when thou 
doeſt alms, let not 
thy left hand know 
what thy right 
hand doeth ; 

4 That thine 
alms may be in ſe- 
cret: and thy Fa- 
ther which ſeeth 
in ſecret, himſelf 
ſhall reward thee 
. openly. 


thereby you will forfeit your reward 
in the kingdom of God; as do thoſe 
rites, who are fo folicitous of 
the praiſe of men, that firſt 
make proclamation of their deſign, in 
the places of greateſt reſort, and then 
diſtribute their alms: Theſe, I fay, 
are ſufficiently rewarded, in having 
their pride gratified 


by the applauſes 
of the ſpectators, £7 


But for you who are my diſ- 
es, whoſe hopes are raifed to a 
better ſtate, let your acts of charity 
be performed with the greateſt pri- 


CY. 8 ; 

4 And God, who ſees your piety, - 
and approves the temper of mind with 
which you perform them, will open- 
ly reward you, before men and an- 
gels, in the day of judgment, 


SOLILOQUY. 


What is it, O my foul, that thy Lord is now re- 
quiring of thee? but ſuch a diſpoſition as is abſolutel 
neceſſary both for thy ſteady performance of all thoſe 
amiable precepts in which thou haſt been already in- 
ſtructed, and for the attaining the approbation of thy 
| God, to whom every thought 

of the ſoul, is naked and „ 
Can thy God approve thee, except 


of the heart, and deſire 
thy regard to him 


is the ſpring of all thy moral actions? Can thy moral 
actions be at all uniform and conſtant, from 
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principle but obedience to him who is conſtantly and 
invariably good ? Such as is the motive from whence 
thy actions flow, ſuch will thy actions always be. If 
the applauſe of men leads thee —_—_— orthy per- 
formance, the ſame applauſe will make thee to morrow 
perform the contrary. - But if thy deſire is to be like to, 
and approved by thy God, with whom is not the leaſt 
ſhadow of change from the eternal laws of righteouſneſs 
and truth, thou alſo wilt be the fame, univerſally juſt 
and good, not to be perverted: by any falſe amuſe- 
ment, | . | 

Treaſure up then this precept in thy breaſt, and per- 
ally attend to it. Let it be thy firſt morning thought, 
ow ſhall I be approved by my God? and how ſhall 'F 
I attain to his favour ? let every action of thy life be 14 
performed from a lively ſenſe of his beholding thee ; JI 
and let it be the foundation from which it flows. Then | 
ſhall thou not fear to ſtand in the day of trial, and God my 
himſelf will be thy exceeding great reward. 55 i 914 
And whereas our moſt beneficent lawgiver hath kind- my 
ly mentioned ſuch particular caſes, wherein there is my 

moſt danger of being perverted by outward and tempo- | 
rary views; be thou, O my ſoul, moſt careful to guard | 
in every inſtance, of which he has cautioned thee, =_ 
left the praiſe of man ſhould deprive thee of the ap- N 

probation of thy God. | 150 

And ſince nothing is more apt to ſtrike the human 
mind, than a compaſſionate temper, ready to relieve 
the diſtreſt and miſerable, and conſequently there is 11 
great danger of reſting in the applauſe of men; what 
thanks are due to the Saviour of mankind, who has ſo 
minutely marked out our duty, that our works ſhould # 
not be burnt up, and deftroyed ? | ; 
Guard then, O my ſoul, againſt the firſt approaches 
0 to the praiſe of men; let not thy left-hand know what 1 
thy right-hand performs: But as thy hopes are laid up | 
in the favour of thy God, ſo let thy acts of mercy and F 
kindneſs have thy God alone for their witneſs; that | 
| 
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ſo thy faith and fidelity may be proclaimed in the day 
of righteous retribution, and thy reward aſſigned thee 
by God himſelf, NT OR OO DER” 
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5 And when thou 
prayeſt, thou ſhalt 
not be as the hy- 
pocrites are: for 


they love to pray 


ſtanding in the ſy- 
nagogues, and in 
the corners of the 
ſtreets, that they 
may be ſeen of 


men. Verily, I. 


ſay unto you, the; 
have their reward. 


6 But thou, when 
thy prayeſt, enter 
into thy cloſet, 
and when thou haſt 
ſhut thy door, pray 
to thy Father 
which is in ſecret, 
and thy Father 
which ſeeth in ſe- 


cret, ſhall reward 


thee openly. 


7 But when ye 
pray, uſe not vain 
| repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for 
they think that 
they ſhall be heard 
for their much 


ſpeaking. 


8 Be not ye 
therefore like unto 
them : for your 
Father knoweth 
what things ye 
have need of, be- 
fore ye aſk him. 


A PARAPHRASE on the © 


5 Again, when you offer up your 
petitions to God, you ſhall not imi- 
tate thoſe hypocritical Phariſees, who 
perform their private acts of devotion 
in the places of greateſt reſort, that 
they may be eſteemed as,perfons of 
more than ordinary ſanctity: But be 
aſſured, as this is the only reward 
they ſeek after, ſo they ſhall receive 
no other, Et . 


6 But when you pray, retire in 
the moſt private manner, and offer 


up your ſupplications to God who is 


inviſible ; and God, who (though in- 
viſible) ſees and approves your diſpo- 
ſition, will openly own and reward 
you. Vers ns | 


7 Only let me caution you againſt 


repeating in your prayers the fame 


words many times over, as is the 
practice of the Gentiles; who are fo 
fooliſh as to think their petitions will 
be the fooner anſwer'd for their- 
uſing a multitude of words : when it 


is alone your inward diſpoſition of 


mind that God regards, and for which 
he grants you your requeſts. | 

8 Nor does he need to be inform 
ed of your neceſſities, who is per- 
fectly acquainted with all your wants 
before you name them. AI TTL 


9 After 


Fd 
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9 After this man- 
ner therefore pray 
ye; Our father 
which art in hea- 
ven, Hallowed be 
thy nam. 


4 


10 Thy king- 
dom come. Thy 
will be done in 
earth as it is in 
heaven. 


11 Give us this 
day our daily 
bread. 


12 And forgive 


us our debts, as 
we forgive our 
debtors. 


13 And lead us 
not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver 
us from evil: For 
thine is the king- 
dom, and the 
power, and the 
glory, for ever. 
Amen. 


9 Let your prayers therefore be 
compoſed after the following ſhort 
and comprehenſive manner. Al- 


mighty God, creator and governour 


of the world, and the Father of all 
the faithful, may thy name be ſanc- 

tified with the greateſt reverence and 
obedience, by all thy reaſonable crea- 


. tures, 


10 May the kingdom of thy Son, 
which thou art ereCting in this world, 
be ſubmitted to by the whole race of 


mankind ; and in conformity to it, 


_ the eternal laws of righteouſneſs 
an 


goodneſs be practiſed by all men 
with conſtancy and alacrity, ſome 
way proportionable to what is per- 
formed by the heavenly ſpirits above. 
II Be pleaſed of thy great good- 


neſs, to grant us the neceſſaries of 


this life, which thou knoweſt we 
ſtand in need of for our comforta- 
ble 1 through it. 

12 


e alſo intreat thee to forgiv 8 


us our many fins and iniquities, and 


remit us the puniſhment we have 
molt juſtly deſerved : in the comfort- 
able hopes whereof, we are incou- 
raged ſincerely to forgive all ſuch 
who have offended and injured us. 
13 Nor ſuffer us, we beſeech thee, 
to fall into ſuch circumſtances, for 
the chaſtiſement of our offences; as 
may prove too dangerous ſnares and 


. temptations to us: but by thy good- 


neſs preſerve us from the allurements 
of this preſent world, and deliver us 
from evil ; more eſpecially, from our 
own inordinate defires, and the aſ- 
ſaults of the evil one. All which 
we implore of thee our God with the 
deepeſt humility; for thine is the 

kingdom 


14 For, if ye 


. e men their 


treſpaſſes, your 


heavenly Father 


will allo forgive 


you. 


> 
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kingdom we deſire may be eftabliſh- 
ed; thine is the power which muſt 

fix and eſtabliſh it; and thine will 
be the glory in ſo doing, through 


eternal ages. Amen. 


14 Thus have I given you a plain 
and comprehenſive form of prayer, 
to guide you in your addrefles to the 
divine majeſty. But what I would 
have you particularly attend to, is, 


that you pray that your offences may 


de forgiven, - on your forgiving the 


15 But if ye 


forgive not men 
their treſpaſſes, 
neither will your 
Father forgive 
your treſpaſſes. 


offences which men commit againſt 


. 
1 15 Therefore be very careful to 
acquire the habits of forgiveneſs and 


charity; for I aſſure you, if you do 


not forgive men the treſpaſſes they 
commit againſt you, God will not 
for any intreaties or prayers you are 


able to uſe, forgive you your treſpaſſes: 


But if you do truly, and from your 


heart forgive men their offences, 
God will paſs by and forgive your 


much greater ces againſt him - 


 $0LILOQUY. 


| Behold, O my Soul, another inftance, and that of 
the greateſt importance, wherein our divine lawgiver 


haas guarded thee againſt being turned aſide from thy 


duty, by the mean defire of the applauſe of men : 


duty that immediately concerns the fupreme Lord of all, 


who views in the cleareſt light our inmoſt thoughts and 


affections, which will determine our future ſtate, and 
are the great ſprings of our eternal felicity, or everlaſt- 
ing woe Think then, what muſt be expected from 
thee, his creature, when thou approacheſt thy great 
Creator? He has endued thee with reaſon, and will ex- 
oy a reaſonable ſervice from thee. The ſervice of the 
lips, without the affection of the heart, is no _ 
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than ſounding braſs, ' or a tinkling cymbal. But to 
approach him by. outward forms, to gain the efteem of - 
men, beſpeaks the vileſt hypocriſy, and the baſeſt diſ- 
poſition : It is na leſs than mocking the governour of 
the univerſe, and will be puniſhed with the utmoſt ſe- 
verity. | | 

Therefore let this law be always before thee, that 

fo the words of thy mouth may be faithful images of 
the thoughts of thy heart; and true, though but faint 
repreſentations of thy inward diſpoſition. And that 
thou mayſt preſerve an habitual reverence for thy God, 
let thy addreſſes be frequent, thy words few, and thoſe 
well- ordered before him; whereby thou wilt deeply im- 

ou on thyſelf, not to be defaced by the ſhow of 
life, the higheſt regard for the divine 8 —_— 
whilſt thy body is proſtrate before thy God, thy whole ſelf 
may be reſigned to him : Nor dare to hope for his ap- 
probation but in the way of his own appointment. 

t is holineſs of life, and purity of heart, that muſt 
carry our petitions to his throne 5 it is a vital piety, 
rejoicing in a chearful obedience, that muſt make our 
requeſts acceptable to him. : | 
Attend alſo, and hear what farther thy God re- 
quires of thee, that ſo thy prayers may find acceſs to 
him. Know then that as thou art a man, and as ſuch - 
ingaged in human affairs, thou ſtandeſt expoſed both 
to give and receive injuries. Know alſo, that the ac- 
ceptance of thy petitions, and the pardoh of thy faults, 
depend on thy chearful remitting the faults. of others. 
Impreſs then deeply on thyſelf the neceſſity of for- 

bearance, and thy obligation to forgive thy neighbour, 
on the penalty of not being forgiven thy much more 
numerous tranſgreſſions, with the comfortable aſſurance, 

that the merciful ſhall obtain mercy. xx. 

And now, O my ſoul, make a full pauſe, recollect 

all thy powers; read again, and again, this moſt im- 
portant declaration, which ſo ſtrongly affects the ſons of 

men : A declaration that carries eternal life- or death 
along with it. What! have I the word of truth to 

aſſure me, that if I indulge anger and revenge, and do 
not forgive, I ſhall not be. forgiven; but that if acquir- 

ing a meek and merciful os, I forgive yOu: N 

| 3 a 


ol 
- 


3 E — yon but inviſible, ſees your ſecret and un- 
- which is in ſecret; ng. Eos : 
and thy Faber and reward it, When the actions of 
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heart my offending brother, God will forgive my greateſt of- 
fences : Convinced of this important ruth, that 13 2 
the furious paſſions to rage in my boſom? Shall wrath or 
anger poſſeſs my breaſt ? Shall I dare to. indulge a re- 
vengeful diſpoſition, and fire at every little affront ? 


No, far be it from me; for what is ſuch a conduct, 


but bidding defiance to the mercy of my judge, and 


entering into judgment with him? Let me, therefore, 


as my own eternal felicity is dear to me, pity, forgive, 
and in filence remit the offences of my brother, as I 


hope myſelf to be pitied, forgiven, and to have my own 
offences paſſed over in filence: And as I hope to have 
my treſpaſſes blotted: out, let the treſpaſſes of my bro- 
ther be forgot for ever: That ſo. I may be delivered 
in the day of temptation, may be preſerved from the 
ſnares of the evil one, and ſtand approved in the day 
of our Lord. | „„ 8 8 


16 Moreover, 16 Laſtly, do not imitate the 


when ye faſt, be behaviour of the Phariſees in their 


not as the hypo- private faſts, who on thoſe occaſions 
crites, of a ſad appear in publiek in the molt baſe 


countenance : for and abject manner, neither waſhing 


they disfigure their their faces, nor anointing their heads 


faces, that they s uſual; but they cover themſelves 


e de with bes, chars making the mo 


rily, I fay -unto lothſome appearance, they may be 


their remarkable mortification and 
abſtinence. And have their re- 
ward accordingly, which ends in the 
| applauſe of men. F 

17 But thou, 7, 18 But when you keep a private 
when thou faſteſt, faſt, appear as at other times, dreſt, 


you, they have taken notice of, and applauded for 


'Anoint thine head, and chearful, without any ſign of 
and waſh thy face: 3 that men may not ſuſpect 
18 That thou that fin 


cere humiliation which you 
appear not unto truly practiſe; and God, who tho? 


feigned piety, will publickly declare 
which All men ſhall be made manifeſt, 
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Attend, O my ſoul, to thy Lord, who now proceeds 


to regulate thy conduct in a practice which does not 
appear to be enjoined under the Chriſtian diſpenſation; 


but is left to the prudence of the humble and pious, as 


they ſhall find the weakning of the body necell: 
to the ſubduing of ſenſitive lite, and reducing the pal- 
Hons and appetites to a due ſubjection to the rational 
powers, and the laws of G0. 

Treaſure up then in thy heart this caution before 
thee, and weigh well che deſign of it. To withdraw 
thee from the applauſe of men, and fix thy hopes on 
the approbation of thy God: To deſpiſe all outward 
ſhew and appearance, whilſt thou art purſuing ſenſual 
mortification and internal purity. A deſign worthy a 
being made for immortality, and intended for celeſtial 
honour and glory 


Therefore, whemnrer thou ſhalt judge, O my ſoul, | 
- the . 


that abſtinence may be helpful to advance thee in 

ſpiritual life, which ſtands in no need of the fight 
of men to give it its proper force, as it rather with- 
draws the mind from its true deſign, prevents its effi- 
cacy, and deſtroys its uſefulneſs : Then, I ſay, let this 
precept be always before thee, that neither jaſolence 
nor vain-glory may lead thee aſide; which would ren- 
der this very action, deſigned for thy good, extremely 
faulty and criminal. _ 7 Pg Fn free 
Is there not real danger of reſti 


tifications and faſtings? - | 


_ To what end ſhould my abſtinence appear to the x 
world, which is only to prepare me for the mercy of God? 
Why ſhould they be witneſſes of my humiliation, 


who have no part in beſtowing the reward ? 
Beware then, O r of all external ſhew and 
appearance; let thy abſti 


ng in the applauſe of - 
men, when they are made the ſpectators of my mor- 


nence be hid from the eyes of 
men, that thou mayſt be approved by thy all-ſeeing 
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Judge, And whereas its true deſign is to create the 
deepeſt contrition, and to beget the greateſt adhorrence 
of fin and iniquity ; ſo be very careful that it produces 
in thee the utmoſt humiliation for thy own offences, 

and the ſincereſt compaſſion for thy neighbours. For 
know that all bodily ſeverities, which are not accom- 
panied with, and tend to perfect the habits of meek- 
neſs, humility and love, are but ſo many refined vices, 


and aggravations of our faults. | 


Thankfully then acknowledge the goodneſs of thy 
Lord, who hath graciouſly guarded againſt all pride and 


oſtentation in voluntary mortifications, and has fo ful 


diſcovered to us wherein their uſefulneſs conſiſts ; al- 
ways remembering, that it is alone their improving a 


humble and pious mind that can render them approved 
by our God, and their making the heart better, that 
in the day of righteous retribution will intitle them to 

any reward, | | 


-where 


4 


19 Lay not up 


for yourſelves trea- 
ſures upon earth, 
where moth and 
ruſt doth corrupt, 
and where thieves 
break through and 
Real, | 


for yourſelves trea- 
ſures in heaven, 
| neither 
moth nor ruſt doth 


thieves do not 


wal, 


WY 


, 81 For 


oo trifling accidents; 
20 But lay up 


break through nor 
dl 


+ 

. 

= 
* 


19 On the whole, do not ſet 
your affections on the tranſitory en- 
joyments of this life, which conſiſt 
either in the pomp and riches of this 
world, or in the applauſe of man, 
whoſe life periſhes with his breath, 
and is at beſt but of very ſhort 


© continuance, and which you are lia- 


ble every moment to have taken from 
you by the moſt inconſiderable and 
20 But let your riches conſiſt in a 
well-eſtabliſhed faith, and a pious and 
uſeful life; in loving the Lord your 
God with all e ee and 
—_— as yourſelf ; whereby you 
will Jay up a treaſure for another 
world, of which no ' unhappy acci- 
dent can deprive you, but it will re- 


t main a laſting and durable poſſeſſion, 7 
wen this earth and all things in it 
ſhall diſappear fox ever, J 


21 And 


A 


/ 
id 


Sixth Chapter of MaTTHEw. 53 


15 1 21 For where 


your treaſure is, 
there will your 


4 


neſs depends on the 


2 22 The light of 
the boch is the eye: 
e be e, t 
Ks body ſhall 
be full of light, 


23 But if thine 
eye be evi fy 
whole body ſhall 
be full of darkneſs. 
If therefore the 
light that is in thee 
ES 
t is - 
nels? 


24 No mancan 
ſerve two maſters ; 
for either he will 
hate the one, and 
love the other ; or 
_ elſe he will hold 
to the one, and de- 
ſpiſe the other. 


Ye 


perform the 


thy 


21 And I aſſure you, that one of 
theſe muſt be your portion: For if 
you ſettle 2 affections on the pe- 
riſhing poſſeſſions of this world, they 


will root out that reſigned and pious 


diſpoſition which the Chriſtian re- 
ligion requires; but if your happi- 
he hopes of the fa- 
vour of God, and his approbation, 
it will wean you from theſe fle ting 
ſatisfactions, and fix your thoughts 
on the durable happineſs of the ever- 
blefſed kingdom of God in heaven. 
22 For it is with the mind, as it 
is with the eye, which, if it is clear 
and in order, diſcovers diſtinctly the 
various objects about it, whereby the 
man is inabled to perform the ſeve- 
ral parts of life with eaſe and delight; 


ſo if the mind has acquired the habits 


of piety and goodneſs, it is fitted to 
| Chritian virtues, ſteady 
and chearful. Es 
23 But if the eye is diſordered, 


and repreſents the object confuſed 


and indiſtinct, it will more diſcom- 
poſe and diſtract the man, than if 
the eye was intirely dark. So if the 
mind has contracted the vicious ha- 
bits of ambition, envy and cove- 
touſneſs, that man is in a more terri- 


ble condition, than a mere ſenſitive 


man who never exerted the 
of his mind. | 
you ſee the — 


Powers 


24 Thus 


of obeying two maſters at once, whoſe 
_ deſigns are.oppoſite : for you muſt of 


neceflity purſue the intereſt of one, 
and neglect the other's; or love and 


eſteem the one, and light and deſpiſe 
the other. And this muſt be the 
caſe of every one of you, as it re- 


gards 


A 
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God, 
felicity, and that evil and malicious one, the ſole au- 


54 A PARAPHRASE en the 
Ye cannot ſerve ds your love to God, and this pre- 
God and mam- t world : for you cannot practiſe 
mon. the duties of the Chriſtian life, and 
3 | at the ſame time give yourſelves up 
to the purſuit of 3 pleaſure or 
grandeur. Therefore i you will be 
my diſciples, you muſt apply yourſelves 
to the ſtudy and practice of my laws, 
with which yout future happineſs is 
inſeparably connected, —— you _ 


4 | will acquire every habit neceſſary to 


your eternal welfare, and be made 
to practiſe them with the greateſt 
_ chearfulneſs and alacritx. 
SOLILOQUY.: - 
Reſt a while, O my Soul, and contemplate the 


amazing love and compaſſion of thy Lord and Maſter; 


who has not only performed the of a righteous wiſe 
lawgiver, obliging by the nobleſt precepts, every way 
fitted to exalt our natures to their utmoſt perfection, 
and perfectly adapted to qualify us for an eternal ex- 
iſtence; but condeſcends to win us to glory and hap- 
pineſs, by moſt affectionate addreſſes both to our 
underſtanding and paſſions. | 
What then, ſhall my Lord convince-me in the moſt 
ingaging manner of the folly of purſuing two oppo» 
ſite intereſts ; and ſhall I ſuffer the peri ing injoy- 
ments of this life to come in competition with thoſe. 
which are never fading and eternal? | 
Can folly ſo far poſſeſs me, that having an ever- 
laſting inheritance ſet before me, I can trifle it away 
for ſuch tranſitory and uncertain riches, which I may, 
by a thouſand accidents, be deprived of the very next 
— Ps „ 
| miſerably upon as to ſuf- 
fer a rjvalſhip in — b end ng . 
the only fountain of peace, order and true 


thor of woe and diſorder, who — blinds the 
minds of his followers with falſe repre entations Fog 


* 


* 


Sixth Chapter of MAT THE Ww. 35 1 
this fleeting and vain world, till the ſcene ends in their De 
utter ruin ? | 


Wouldſt thou then triumph over thy ſpiritual ene- 
mies, and have the God of thy life and ſalvation thy py | 
portion for ever; ' diligently attend to thy Lord, that | 
thou mayſt acquire that ſimplicity of mind, and ſingle- | 

neſs of heart, that nothing may turn thee from pur- | 
ſuing thy true intereſt. 6 271 | | 

If ſenſitive enjoyments ſtrike thee, ſay, Shall I ſacri- 

fice the favour of God, and the Lamb, for pleaſures fo 
vain, that they cloy in the very poſſeſſing? If pomp 
and ſhew of life attack thee (think with thyſelf) Shall 
II for a momentary ſplendor, which only begets envy 
in my inferiors, contempt in my ſuperiors, and no 
durable ſatisfaction to myſelf, but too too often the 
reverſe; Shall I {I fay) forfeit that true glory and 

_ dignity that my Lord woos me topartake of, and which 
God will beſtow on the patient continuer in well-do- 
ing, before the whole rational creation, and which 
will be but an introduction to an eternal felicity as 


great as it is laſting? No, far be the thought; let 


me attend to 


my great lawgiver; let his laws be the 


fole rule of my actions, whilſt my will is intirely ſwal- 
lowed up in the will of my judge; that when this earth 
hall be burnt up, the elements run down a liquid fire, 

and nature itſelf-expiring, I may be caught up to meet 


the Lord in the air, that where 


he is, I may be alſo; 


and being clothed with the fame glory, may behold 


him as he is, with uninterrupted tranſport, and ever- 
25 Therefore 1 25 Therefore, I fay unto all my 
fay unto you, Take diſciples, Suffer not any of the affairs + 
no, thought for af this life to ingroſs your thoughts 
your life, what ye and attention: But as for you whom 
2 Ne om I have more immediately called to 
TE fe pagate my doctrine to the world, 


what ye ſhall = 


on: Is not the li 
more then meat, 


command that you do not ſo much 
as ſuffer your minds to be employed 
about even the providing of that ne- 


and the body than Ceſſary food and raiment, which your 


» 


N 
1 
| 


1 , 
Fn <_ F 
— . — — ets th., 1 
— —— Spyro. voy» & 
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ſtances of human nature require : : 
For the work I imploy you in will 
call for all your time and induſtry, 
Yet let not this injunction diſeou- 


rage you, nor flacken your zeal in 


my ſervice; for God who gave 
me to be the diſpenſers of the 


1 very beings, and hath called you 


hriſtian religion, and knows your 


lives are neceſſary to this work; 


he, I ſay, will take care that you 


| ſhall want nothing that is fitting to 


26 Behold the 
fowls of the air: 


for they ſow not, 


neither do they 
reap, nor gather 
into barns; yet 


your heavenly Fa- 
ther feedeth them. 


Are ye not much 


better than they? 


27 Which, of 
ou 

thought,” can add 

one cubit unto his 


Nature ? 


28 And why 


uke ye thought ſhould 


carry you through it. 
26 And to encourage you to a 


chearful and ready obedience, con- 
template on the circumſtances of the 
very birds of the field; they make no 
proviſion for futurity, and yet the 
providence of God fo orders it, that 
they find a ſufficient ſupply both for 


themſelves and their young ; and that 


ſo conſtantly, that their ſpecies are 
continued rough the ſeveral ages of 
the world: And can you doubt of 
his protection, who has ſet you apart 


for ſo noble and excellent a work ; 


and who conſequently are ſo much 

more uſeful ahd better than they ? 
27 And that I may intirely wean 
you from any uneaſineſs that may 
ariſe from worldly affairs, know, 
that if you perform the work you 
are called to, as you ought, it will 
_ —_ ingage you, that any 
neſs about your temporal 


| — will be of 2 little ſervice 


to you, as the being ſolicitous about 
the growth of your body would be 


of ſervice to the increaſe of Four 


ſtature. 


28, 29 Andasto apparel, why 
ſhould you doubt & a 4 157 
viſio n 


\ 
! 
\ 


Sixth Ghapter of Marr EW. 39 | 
for raiment ? Con- viſion 3. when the very flowers of the 
.the field how they far ſuperior to all the pomp of dreſs 
if row 3 they . toll, and ſhew, that even Solomon, the 
not, * do moſt delicate and luxurious of all 
i Land yet 1 dhe princes of the Za/f, could boaſt 
fay anto 8 Wt of in his greateſt glory ? 

not arrayed like ee | 9 j 
3... õ? "= j 


30 Wherefore i 30 Therefore let not the ſeeming 
God ſo. clothe the ſeverity of this precept make you 
grails of the field, to be offended at my doctrine, nor 
which to day is, to waver in your duty; for ſurely 
and to N 15 your faith muſt be very ſmall, if you ; 
| 1 anpy 1 can ſee all that elegancy that is be- 
| 8 Goch 75 2 ſtowed on the very her ge, which 
Oyeof little faith! is but of few days continuance, and 
then periſhes for. ever, yet can doubt 
of God's providgng for you, whom 
he hath immediately imployed in. a 
| work of the greateſt importance. 
31 Therefore 31, 32 therefore once more cau- 
teke no thought, tion you againſt all uneaſy, appre- 
ſaying, What ſhall | henſions about food and raiment, 
we eat? or what and the neceſſary demands of the 
* Shall hes Nor, body, from a ſteady, belief of your 
. wherewithal ſhall being under his immediate protection, 
who thoroughly e your. Wage, 
e eee 3 5 and will infallibly ſupply them: For 
2 Sy me it is only excuſable in the blind and 
- your heavenly Fa- uninformed Heathen, ,who.. worſhip 
- ther knowetl that ſtocks and ſtones, and whoſe expec- 
ye have need of all tations are chiefly limited to this life, 
theſe things. eagerly to purſue ſenſitive enjoy ments, 
242 dã⁊̃.v their great and principal good. 
33. But ſeek ye 33 But, for you, let the great 
firſt the kingdom concerns of the Meiliah's kingdom, 
: of God, and his which God is now erecting by you 


ene xx : ln d Ig. and (6008 Ae rele 
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58 A PARAPHRASE on the 
all theſe things' of righteouſneſs which is introduced 
ſhall be added unto by it, whereby you are prepared for 
you. ang eternal happy duration, be your 

| conſtant ſtudy and practice; and 

the good providence of God will cer- 
tainly ſupply all your outward wants 
3 and neceſſities. | A 
34 Take there- 34 Wherefore being convinced 
fore no thought that you are under. the immediate 
for the morrow: protection of the governour of the 


2 ac aue world, let no future cares diſcom- 
1 ou 5 
for the thin Sc poſe or perplex you; for aſſure your 


f : ſelves, that the oppoſitions and trials 
Re: aalen chat you will meet with from the 
oil thereof, vices and bigotry of men, will give 
r EY you ſufficient uneaſineſs, without your 
ruffling your own minds about the 
affairs of this life, which to you in 
particular are of no moment; nor will 
your giving yourſelves any concern 
about them, anſwer any wiſe or 
Rood end, | 


_SOLILOQVUY. 


Here, O my ſoul, are freſh inſtances of the good- 
- neſs of our indulgent Lord and Maſter, who kindly - 
affords ſuch a large field for contemplation, and opens 
1 | a proſpe& as delightful as uſeful ; whereby the whole 
BM man is prepared to run with chearfulneſs the race that 
1 is ſet before him. en,, po 
Here from a great variety of plain and familiar in- 
| ſtances, we are led to a dependance on our God, 
f from the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of divine aſſiſtance un- 
Wo | der every difficulty, to which the pious man can be ex- 
mM poſed in this probational ſtate. - 1 37 
And though the injunctions before thee may in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe more immediately refer to the apoſtles, 
= | and the firſt propagators of the goſpel ; yet they alſo 
1 belong to every man who fears God, and departs from 
6 - iniquity 3 who as he is obliged as a Chriſtian to ſuffer 
| oy nothing to divert him from his duty, fo whilſt he faith 


fully 


S Chopter of MaTTHEw. 59 


ly performs: it, he is ſecure of being alwa po neared 
all neceſſary ſupports, and is e. t accord- 
| 1 to his day ſo ſhall his ſtrength be 
Am I then ſo placed in life, that the labour of the. 
| boy is neceſſary for my ſubſiſtence? Let me perform 
chearfulneſs the part allotted me, without being 
* for a future ſupply.: for why ſhould I be ſo- 
licitous for what T may never want ? or if I ſhould, it 
could be but for a very ſhort period, and will be made 
to anſwer ſome worthy end, which will fully compen- 
fate forall my ſorrows ; and e V8 of too little 
moment to withdraw my thoughts from that ever- 
laſting ſtate, in which I muſt be either unſpeakably | 
happy or inexpreſſibly miſerable. 

I am placed. in a higher. 2 N from the 
neceflity of conſtant labour for m ; let me 
uſe the indulgent gift to the gl e bountiful | 
Giyer, and my o 2 advantage, without being 
ſolicitous to and ine myſelf in this life, or to acquire 
a ſuperiority over, others, which cannot afford me any 
true or durable felicity, but would be much more 
likely |to. deprive me of that ſincere. tranquillity, 
which a thankful mind, content with its proper nn 
always affords, .. 

Reflet with thyſelf in What rank thou ſtandeſt in 
the creation! A TED endowed with thought and 
reflection, capable of penetrating into the inviſible and 
intellectual world: And at the ſame time that I feel the 
vanity. of all ſub: Junary things, I have a proſpect opened 
to me of an eternal happy duration. Is it then poflible 
has I can let go ſuch a a immortality to catch 


bar: 7 own experience aſſures me is 
Ic e wihic? No, let me firſt ſeek the kingdom 
of God, and that 2 which he has made eſ- 


ſential to it, and whatever is needful, of theſe fleeting 
to carry me through this ſtate of probation, 


| need. not doubt but they ſhall be beſtowed upon me. 


Diſtract not then thyſelf, O my ſoul, with vain. 
hopes and uſeleſs fears; conſider this world as it is, frail. 
and periſhing, and which at beſt we muſt quit in a 
. very e time; withdraw therefore thy affections from 


ie eee, let om. , ingroh A . 
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heart: uſe the world" itſelf but as a means to ſecure a 
never- fading crown of glory, which in the day of re- 
compence the righteous Judge wilt K hey ty n= 


39 ry 


tient continuer a Wear gol. | GY 1130 


0 H A P.. VI. eee ge e 
Heoing fhewed y on the di mind neceſſary to 
F/5 1 5 ſer 


our admiſfi ion into the 


* > 
* #3; - 


. 4 * 


Te 


ceed to gide you ſeme bir. or . Wi th regard to 


your conduct in 


life, ari ſong. from” yo ur” knowledge of 


the Chriſtian' e 7 at it Ss | "Become 2 bene 


Ln to you, 


JUDGE 957 

that ye be 
not —— 5 

2 For with what! 

judgment ye judge, 
ye ſhall be 8 
and with what 
meaſure ye mete, 
it ſhall, be mea- 


fares to you . 5 


0 


93 


3 © Audi Why te. 


hoideft thou the 


mote that is in thy 


brothers eye, but 
conſidereſt not the 


? 1 1 1 921 


211 


1, 2 0 Ante TOY ay take gre 

T care, that he knowledge 
which hath s freely been be- 
ſtowed upon you,” Re not fill you 
with pride and ambition; and more 
"eſpecially guard againiſt a cenſorious 
temper of mind, and raſh judging of 
others, for every! little failure in con- 
duct, or miſtake in judgment; leſt 
Vou yourſelves, who are alſoguilty of 
many faults, meet with as ſevere a 


> 


7 cenſure from God. For, J aſſure 
A © that at the day of Ky a oe 


od will deal mes ou in a m 
proportionable to your treatment of 
your an e 3 eber with 
compaſſion'and mercy, or with -fe-" 
* rity and rigour. . ans 

5 berefone hilly avoid "the 
inſolent behaviour of the peer een 
Phariſees, who ſeverely” cenfure men 
for the neglect of che more inconſi- 
derable parts of the poſitive law,” 
uch as the tything'of mint and eum: 


| 
| 


— ow Chapter of MarTREW. Gr 


* 
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? 


1722 * 
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thou ſay to thy 
br other, Let me 


out of thine eye; 


and behold, a beam 


ie in thine own eye? 


5 Thou h 2 
crite, firſt 
the beam out 01 
thine own. eye; 
and then ſhalt thou 
ſee clearly to caſt 
out the mote out 
of thy Irothers 
eye. 


6 8 Tu 
_ which is holy unto 
the dogs, neither 
caſt ye your pearls 
before ſwine, leſt. 


0 them 


rent n 


*. 
rh Jo 4 
, 4 


1 
i } WS. 2th 


poeritical practices, 


great duties of juſtice and charity, 


_ thoſe weightier parts of the moral 
law, without which it is Ann 

8 to obtain the favour of God. 

4 or hn: is 


4 For how can you reprove'y 


brother for his miſtakes or rillings, 


when you ſtand convinced in your 
pull out the mote 


own minds of having acted con- 
trary to en En and 


Fan hs 


5 "Therchore abhorri k ich hy- 
e ring we by 


.amend your own lives, and then you 


will-be- qualified either to inſtruct 
or reform your neighbour, by ap- 


plying to him in a kind and judicious 
manner, ſuitable to his N e and 
diſpoſition of mind. 


6 Not but that I ava teins you 


diſtingu iſh between a man who in 


eneral leads a ſober and inoffenſive 
fe, though guilty of ſome conſider - 


a failings, and obdurate and __— 


fligate offenders, who would on 


and turn again 1 treat your kind reproofs with ae 2c 


and injury; whom it is better to 


leave in their wickedneſs, than to 
expoſe your perſons, by kind offices, 


to their reſentments, when you have 


no maehen e e 258 
">$OLILOQUY, 3 
. 0 my "Sl, to thy Lord, and Benken e 


his dictates; that dul improving au 1e lens thou mayſt | 
be found faithful in the day of th i . 


. 


Hath his voice been heard in thy eh wu thy 
powers been inobled by his doctrines? hath bb on en 
ter d into thine heart? and hath thy underſtandi 
inlarged-by his words? be very careful 0 nean 
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thy improvements to the glory of God and * OY 
and uſe them to the advantage of all around thee. 

Better had it been for thee, that thy lot had been caſt 
in the land of darkneſs, that thy portion had been aſ- 
ſigned thee among the blind Heathen, and that know- 
ledge had never entered thy dwelling, than that pride 
or cenſoriouſneſs ſhould. — thy breaſt. The perfec- 
tion of knowledge, is humility; and the perfection of 
humility, is obedience and love. | 

What is the ſupreme excellency of the Obiriffiair be- 
ligion? and wherein does its inimitable beaut 2 8 N 2 
but in humility of heart, and meekneſs of li a. 
ſpirit of univerſal love and goodneſs; which as it is 7 | 
ground-work, ſo it is the glory of the Chriſtian inſti- 
tution: A temper of ſoul that qualifies us for an eter- 
nal felicity, in the conſtant exerciſe of "very" focial k 
virtue. 

It is this amiable dee chat puts an evi to firife a 
and contention, that roots out unreaſonable prejudices 
againſt our ne 2 and ſilences all odious names of 
reproach for difference of opinion and judgment. It is 
love and good- will that teaches us to view our own faults 
with ſeverity, and our neighbour's with candour. A 
temper of mind abſolutely neceſſary both for our on 
reformation, and the convincing of others. 

It is by this univerſal goodneſs and — * of mind. 
that I become qualified to obey the injunction before me, 
and to avoid that fatal and pernicious practice of judg⸗ 
ing another man's ſervant. It is by this diſpoſition alone, 
that the Knowledge of truth, and the practice of virtue, 
can obtain in the world. 

Attend then, O my foul, to the voice of thy Lord. 
Suppreſs in thyſelf all infolence of behaviour and love 
of dominion ; nor ſuffer any difference of ſentiment to 
excite thee to anger; neither dare to aggravate the failings 
of thy brother, nor treat him with arrogance or on- 
tempt: But always remember, that ſuch a conduct is 
itſelf a beam, which, till it is removed out of thine own. 
eye, unqualifies thee to Judge of the mote in thy bro= 
ther's eye. er 

Therefore imitating. the meskneſs and gentleneſs, 7 
Ts kindneſs and patience of the Prince of peace, _ | 

wiſdom 
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wiſdom apply thyſelf to the weaknefl öf thy brother, 
in. the ſpirit of love and compaſſion; that when thy 
Lord ſhall come to take cognizance of thy actions, 
thou mayſt be found among thoſe faithful Hey wiſe ſer- 
vants, who have wiſely diſtributed according to the 
portion allotted to them, and whom our Lord will 
Take mlteCovir ellhin ends GREENS 

But the wiſdom and goodneſs of our kind and be- 
neficent Maſter does not ſtop here; no, he has taught 
us to join with goodneſs of heart, and ſweetneſs of 
8 2 prudence and caution in a faulty world. 
hilſt I am to omit no occaſion of aſſiſting and 
guiding the teachable mind, of recovering the loſt, 


and bringing back the ſtrayed; I am kindly cautioned 
to withdraw from the perverſly wicked, and to leave 


the obſtinate and irreclaimable to their own devices ; 
left: whilſt I am fruitleſly ingaged in their reformation, 
I ſuffer loſs, both from that ſpirit of malice and revenge, 
which always accompanies the obdurate and knowingly 
faulty, and alſo from the hurt my own temper may 
receive - from the perverſeneſs of - the- malicious and 
ſpiteful offender. | > ID 
Inſtructed thus fully in thy duty, chearfull 
in the practice of it. Let thy own faults teach thee to 
pity the infirmities of thy brother; let the good effects 
that a kind treatment hath upon thyſelf, make thee ver 
| — in thy 3 towards thy neighbour, 5 di- 
ligently guard againſt magnifying the mote in thy bro- 
ther 's 2 vhilſt thou ng takeft notice 67 the 
beam in thine own eye; but let the only uſe thou 


makeſt of his failings, be his recovery, that ſo both 


1 ſaved in the day of our Lord. wh 
herefore retreating from all wrath and contention, 
be always diligent to preſerve a meek and calm diſpo- 
ſition; that attaining the ſteady habits of righteouſneſs, 
love and peace, thou mayſt be clothed in white raiment, 
and ſtand with exceeding joy before the Son of man. 
a 7 Aſk, and it 7 But know that a conſtant de- 
Labs given you: pendence on the divine aſſiſtance is 
„and ye abſolutely neceſſary to your per- 
find; knock, and formance of — great duties of 


* 


ingage | 


 Chuſtianity; 
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it tall be opel 


* 


unto ou. 


tkat aſketh, re- 


ceiveth: and he 


that ſeeketh, find- 


eth: and to him 


that knocketh, it 
ſhall be opened. 


9 Or what man 


is there of yon, 
whom if his ſon 


ale bread, will he even among the very worſt of men, 


give him a ſtone? 


muſt implore with conſtancy and 
%%% 188 
8 For every one 


neceſſary for your ſupport and 


Chriſtianity; which aſſiſtance you 


8 And God who beats your ſin- 


cere prayers, put up with conſtaney 


and fervency, will give you all my 


ance. 


9. Which afgſtance no one who 


performs his duty can in the leaſt 
doubt of, who does but reflect, that 


how moroſe or ill-temper'd ſoever, 
yet if a child intreats his father for 


the neceſſaries of life, he will not in 


$ 10 Or if he aſk 
.a fiſh, will he give 
him a ſerpent? 

11 If ye then 


being evil, know - 
how to give good 
gifts unto your 
children, how 
much more ſhall 


your Father which 


is in heaven give 


return give him what will at beſt 
be but uſeleſs to him 


10 Nor if he asks for any further 
hurt or injure him. 

II And if daily experience con- 
vinces you of this truth, vix. that 


aſſiſtance, will he give him what will 


| the:moſt' baſe and wicked of the hu- 


man race have a natural affection for 


their children, and take pleaſure in 


ſupplying their wants, and giving 
them what is fitting and convenient; 


| good things | to how much more ſhall God, the kind- 
— 4 continues to ſuſtain you, and hath 

taken you into the relation of chil- 
dren, and condeſcends to be invoked 
by the indearing name of your hea- 
venly Father, give you al 


eſt of beings, who both created and 


that ne- 


Ceſſary aſſiſtance your circumſtances 
require; whilſt you behave as duti- 


ful and obedient children, and con- 


ttinue to implore it of him in a hum- 


oP 


12 There- 


dle and ſubmiſſive manner; 
2+ e eee ee 


12 And 
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12 Therefore al! 12 And being Minced of the 
things whatſoever goodneſs of God to thoſe who fear 


ye would that men him, let this be the foundation of 


mould do to you, your own conduct towards one an- 
4 ye even ſo to other, making this the great rule of 
28 or your actions, 'That whatſoever you 
K "lad expect from, or think reaſonable an- 


* other ſhould do for you, that you 


be always ready chearfully to do for 
another. This is that great and im- 


portant truth, which natural religion 


moſt ſtrongly teaches; this is that 

truth, which the ſeveral revelations 

given both by Moſes and the pro- 

phets, have endeavoured to reſtore in 

a ſinful world; and this is that truth 

which JI am come to inforce and per- 

feect, and which I have now explain; 

ed in a great variety of inſtances, and 

E indeed the foundation both of all 

maoral virtue, and of all the refined 

precepts of religion, in which I have 
no inſtructed al. | 


$O0LILOQUY. 


Art thou convinced, O my ſoul, not only of the 
exiſtence, but of the wiſdom and goodneſs of that ſus 
preme Being, whoſe power laid the foundation of the 
earth, and at whoſe word the heavens were formed ; 
Whoſe wiſdom conducts the innumerable orbs, and pre- 
ſeryes the order and harmony of the univerſe ; whoſe 
goodneſs. gives life and breath to the great variety of 


animal and intelligent beings, and continues them thro? 


their proper periods, making conſtant proviſion for 
their preſervation and happineſs? | 55 
And art thou further convinced, that the ſame al- 
mighty and moſt beneficent Being hath in a particular 
manner had regard to the human race; and by his be- 
loved Son from heaven hath not only delivered us from 
the condemnation to which our breach of his righteous 
laws had expoſed us, but hath opened to us an ever- 
Deb EY during 


* 


* —"—_— 
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during happy egiftence, when this world, and all that 
is in it, ſhall be burnt up and confumed ? 3 2 
And am I further aſſured, that the juſt ſhall live 
by faith; and hath the infallible prophet from on 
high declared to us, that the obedient and teachable 
mind, that from a ſteady belief of the veracity of God, 
implores with conſtancy and fervency the things which 
are g and convenient, ſhall be infallibly heard 
and aſſiſted; and ſhall I in any cafe miſtruſt that 
power, wiſdom and goodneſs, whilſt I humbly reſign 
myſelf to his will, and conftantly depend upon him? 
Then, that =P views may be inlarged, and thy 
faith ſtrengthened, and that no preſent diſappoint- 
ment or ſuffering may be able to move thee ; dili- 
oy attend to the ſtrong demonſtration thy Lord 
has ſo beautifully exhibited to thee. 
Say, O my ſoul, is it poſfible that thy bountiful 
Creator could implant ſuch a ſurprizing tenderneſs in 
the whole animal creation for their offspring, and 
that even the moſt ſordid of the human race ſhould be 
ſo deeply concerned for their young, that there is hardly 
any inconvenience but what they willingly ſubmit to 
for their preſervation - and happineſs ; and canſt thou 
doubt of*his fatherly care, from whom all this profu- 
ſion of benevolence ſprings? ? 
Warmed then with the aſſured hope of divine pro- 
tection, fix thy whole thoughts on thy duty, which 
gives thee both a right to thy Creator's favour, and 
inſures it to thee ; which as it is the firſt of bleſſings, 
ſo nothing but thy own folly can deprive thee of it. 
Let then thy mercy and goodneſs to thy neighbour 
intitle thee to the mercy and favour of thy God: 
Wouldſt thou be under his gracious protection, do thou 
f —_ aſſiſt all whom. 88 has placed un- 
a thy inſpection, and perform every action of 
Eindnas to another, wes br wouldſt 8 another do 
to thyſelf : For verily there is a reward for the righteous. 
Being thus prepared, by a humble and holy obedi- 
ence, for an intire truſt and dependence on thy God; 
caſt all thy care upon him, for he careth for and 
will never leave nor forſake the humble and contrite 
ſpirit. If he tries thee with afflictions, it is but to grid 
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2 and make thee more white ; if he deprives thee of 
periſhing riches, it is but that that may partake 
— abundantly of the true and never-fading riches ; 
if ſickneſs and pain are thy portion, it is only that thy 
ſpiritual health ma — advanced, and thy ſtrength re- 
newed as an eagle s; art thou deprived o thy deareſt 
friends and relations, it is but that thou ſhouldeſt be 
brought ſo much nearer to the ſource of glory, the ori- 
gin of all true felicity. 
O bleſſed Saviour, what ſupport doſt thou afford the 
human mind, labouring under the 1 — Zing woes of 
this afflictive life, whilſt thou doſt aſſure to the patient 
attender on his God, the friendſhip of omnipotence, 
and the ſure protection of infinite wiſdom and good- 
neſs ; an inward fountain of ſpiritual bliſs and conſo- 
lation ſpringing up for ever. 
| Raiſed then by the firm and conſtant hopes of the 
favour of him whoſe favour alone is life = eternal 
felicity ; truſt in his power, ſubmit to his wiſdom, re- 
joice in his mercy and nen 3. and performing thy 
duty with joy and alacrity, cry out with 520 25 ed 
believing prophet : 4lthough the fg. tres ſhall nat 
neither ſball lau be in the vine; though the labour ba AY 
olive ſhall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat; t 
—_—_ } be cut of frown ald, 4 
herd in the 6 my rejoice in he Lord, 1 
will Joy in the od f my . 


13 Rater -20-in | 13 However dificut theſe xa | 
at the kalt gate doGrines may appear to yet 
for wide is the gate, the practice of them is abſo atcly ne- 
and broad is the ceſſary, if you will be my diſciples, 
w that leadeth and hope for any intereſt in that fal- 
to deſtruQtion, and vation which 1 gel thy in that 
_ ſenſual and vicious courſe of life, in 
Which the greateſt part of mankind 
_ Indulge themſelves, muſt unavoidably 
end in their utter deftruQtion. 

14 For the attaining that future 
and — life, —— the Chri- 
ay ſtian religion propoſes, requires that 
mg —— e the rea- 


ſonable 
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life, and few there ſonable powers of the mind, and to 
be that find it, acquire ſuch ſpiritual habits of good- 
5 neſs and piety, which the body of 
men who are ſunk in the * 
and vanities of this life, will not be 
at the pains of obtaining. 


SOLILOQUY. 


Here reſt a while, O my ſoul, and carefully review 
the ways of life and death, which thy Lord and Judge 
hath marked out, and ſet before thee with the greateft 
plainneſs. | Ln aaa 
The one the broad and flowery road of ſenſitive life, 
the other the narrow and laborious path of duty and 


* 


inſtruction. The one flattering for a while the thought- 


leſs unattentive mind, till it ends in eternal night; the 
other uneaſy and difficult at its firſt entrance, but its 
ſteps lead to light and joy, and end in everlaſting day. 

Hear then, O my ſoul, and thou ſhalt not ſee death, 
neither ſhall thy feet ſtumble in the dark mountains. 
To be carnally-minded is death, but to be ſpiritually-mind- 
ed is life and peace, . n 

If thou wilt live the life of the brute, thou muſt pe- 


Tiſh with him; but if thou wilt greatly raiſe thy powers, 


enoble thy views, obey thy Lord, and imitate thy Crea- 
tor, thou ſhalt live for ever. 1 


The ſenſitive life muſt end with ſenſitive things; and 


the mind that contents itſelf with ſhadows, muſt as a 


ſhadow diſappear : But the man who deſires inftruQtion; 
and withdraws from contention; who mourning his paſt 
offences, hungers and thirſts after righteouſneſs and 
truth; who is prepared by goodneſs of heart, and pu- 
rity of life, for the bleſſed viſion of the only living and 
true God; and by the conſtant exerciſe of mercy and 
patience, is fitted to do his will; as he thereby becomes 
qualified to be imployed by his God throughout the 
whole creation, ſo he ſhalt endure for ever, his bliſs ſhall 
be perpetual, and his glory everlaſting. To him it is 
given to riſe through the ages of eternity in the ſcale of 
being, and to be perpetually more and more conformed 
to the image of his God; whom to reſemble, is the only 
* true 


f 
| 
- 


Seventh Chapter Mar TRE. 69 
true excellency, and the ſupreme glory and dignity of 


the moſt exalted being, 


This, O my foul, is to live and to be happy, and 
this alone is worthy the exiſtence of the rational mind. 
To reject it, is the folly F fools; but to comply with 


it, is glory, honour an 
thus — (ſaith the Lord and 


glory) will J grant to ſet on my throne, even as I «fo | 


3 776 
iver of life and 


overcame, and am ſet down with my Father on his 


throne. | 
45 15 Beware of 
falſe prophets, 


which come to 


ou in ſheeps cloth- 
Tn but inwardly 
they are ravening 
wolves, 


I IM 


16 Ye full 


know them by 
their fruits: . Do 
men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs 


of thiſtles ? 


17 Even ſo every 
tree brin 

rth good fruit: 
but a corrupt tree 


| bringeth forth evil 


fruit. 


15 Vet let me caution you, that 
when my exhortations have warmed 


your minds to the ſincere practice of 


religion, you do not implicitly follow 
every one who comes with the ſhew 
of external mortification and humi- 


lity; for many impoſtors will ariſe 
in the church, who will make ap- 


pearance of great abſtinence, that 
_ may more effectually prey upon, 


devour you. = 
16 But that you may be able to 
diſcover ſuch pernicious teachers, 


_ conſider that in the vegetable world 
ras do not find grapes to be produced 


by thorns, nor do you gather fig 
from thiſtles. : 6 H ry 


17, 18, 19 Neither does bad fruit 


geth grow on a tree whoſe kind is good, 


nor good fruit on a tree whoſe kind 


is bad; but as ſoon as you perceive 
the ſort to be faulty, you cut it down 


as only fit for the fire. So the 

defign of religion being to make men 
good and pious, and theſe falſe 
teachers having always ſome private 
temporal intereſt or luſt to gratify, 


directly oppoſite to the pure precepts 


of Chriſtianity, which takes men off 


from this world, and fixes their ex- 
peQations on a better life; theſe pre- 


ini who 


4 a; * wad 
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hewn down and tenders therefore, being defeRtive in 
caſt into he fire. the very firſt principles of juſtice and 
Eno Fea charity, are to be utterly rejected, 

FR as ſuch as are ſet apart f or deſtruc- 

f 2 i. 

20 "Wherefore 20 Therefore be not diſcouraged 
by their Fruits ye that ſuch deceivers are permitted; for 
ſhall . them. if you will impartially examine for 

Poapurſelves, you will be able to form 
| a true judgment of thoſe who pre- 
| tend to be the inſtructors of mankind, 
Jo as to reje&t ſuch as would deceive 
and ruin you, and approve ſuch 
as are indeed the teachers of . 

and righteouſneſs, | 


$OLILOQUY. 


They 0 my ſoul, is another inſtance of the kind con- 
cern of thy indulgent Lord and Maſter, who will not loſe 
one of the human race whom the Father has given him; 
but will lead the humble and teachable, and * 
the meek to eternal glory and happineſs. 

The Chriſtian inſtitution is an addreſs to our rea- 
ſon, and obliges to examination: Our bleſſed Saviour 
Hath left it upon record, that truth will bear the li 10 
He has called us to be wiſe as well as honeſt, an 
join with an upright heart an underſtanding mind. 

My ſheep knaw niy voice, is the declaration of . true 

Shephend of God's fold. He has inlarged the 

and opened the way, ſo that none ho attend can m 
it; of which the caution before thee is a worthy 1 
By this kind warning thou art guarded againſt impoſ- 
tare, and delivered from the artful deluder. _. 

Anſtructed then by thy great lawgiver, ſuffer not 2 


Falſe humility to wiſlead f ee, by giving up thy judg- 


ment to a man like thyſelf ; neither fear the vain terror 
of the boaſting — 4 Diligently ſtudy the will of 
thy Lord, apply thyſelf to underſtand his doctrines, 
conform thy life to his laws, and let all- thy ations flow 
from a ſimcere and oonſtant regard to God and the 
Lamb, obeying the truth in the love of it; andl fear 
not what vain man can do unto thee. It 


Seventh Chapter of MaTTarw. 71 


It is by this temper of mind that thou art clothed 
with true humility ; it is by this diſpoſition that thou 
art qualified for the ſervice of thy God. By this 
thou wilt rightly judge between the faithful inſtructor, 
and the crafty FE 19> The follower of the Lamb, 
muſt be as the Lamb, meek, and lowly of heart; 
ready for every good work; neither to break, nor to 
bruiſe, but to bind up and heal: Not to throw about 
thunders and anathema's for difference of judgment, 
eſtabliſhing daftrines with fword and fire, but to bear 
with the weak, to guide with beg and judgment, 
and by love and compaſſion to fulfil the la. 
Let this caution then, O my ſoul, be a double guard 
upon thee, both to guide thee in forming thy judg- 
ment of others, and to regulate thy own conduct to- 
wards ſuch as are under thee. Let no man lord it 
over thy faith, neither do thou treat thy brother im- 
periouſly ; but behave thyſelf with wiſdom and pru- 
dence, meekneſs and goodneſs; that when thy Lord 
ſhall come to render to every one according to his 
works, thou mayſt be intruſted with power over the 
nations, and be honoured: with the morning ſtar *. 


21 Not every (21 And that I may excite you to 
one that faith unto great care and diligence in the regu- 
me, Lord, Lord, ſating your lives and actions, know 
ſhall enter into the aſſuredly, that no mere external pro- 
kingdom of hea- feſſion of my religion, or acknow- 
a0 1 "_ OO ledgment of my authority, will intitle 
my Father which Vu to the favour of : for the 
1 ineſs of the heavenly ſtate is alone 

Te It; reſerved for thoſe who carefully at- 
tend to the will of God made known 
by me, and yield a ſincere and ſteady 

| 9 to it, 8 "ud 
22 Many one iy 22 Nay 


CE SY YE 8 


'® By the morning ſtar, which brings in the day, muſt at 
leaſt be meant progreſſeve knowledge perpetually increafing in 
the moſt diffuſrve manner, and raiſing the fincers and dili- 

t inquirer to the utmoſt pitch to which his nature is capa- 
of being exalted. ; oP | | 
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22 Many will 22 Nay further, though the Pro- 
ſay to me in that vidence of God ſhould make uſe of 
— Lord, Lord, wy perſons, in propagating my goſ- 
ve We not pro- pel, ſo far as even to impower them 
phelied in thy. to predict future events, nay, viſt- 
Ne 3 bly to reſtrain the power of evil ſpi- 
ure ren 8 rits, and to perform the moſt aſtoniſh- 
ns LS wo ing miracles, and thereby become 
wonderful works > truly inſtrumental in ſpreading the 
5 Chriſtian religion in the world; 
23 And then 23 Vet if their lives have been 
will I profeſs unto contrary to my laws, and they have 
them, I never been ſenſual, unrighteous, proud and 
2 you: depart cenforious, in the day of righteous 
rom. me, ye that judgment I ſhall diſown them as my | 
. diſciples, and all the return I 
— | make them for their profeſſion. of 
' ſervice to me, ſhall be, I own you 
not for my ſubjects, who have not 
obeyed my commands ; therefore as 
you have not conformed yourſelves 
to the laws of juſtice and goodneſs, 
ye ſhall have no place in the Meſ- 
fiah's kingdom, where nothing that 
defiles or offends ſhall be permitted 
to enter. 


SOLILOQUY. 


Now bow, O my ſoul, and tremble before thy God, 
who is of purer _ than to behold iniquity with ap- 
| probation, and who will in no caſe clear the guilty : 
Search then thy heart and try it, that no corrupt thing 
may be found therein. Obedience is joy and peace, diſ- 
obedience is death eternal. | 
Flatter then not thyſelf, that the W, name by which 
thou art called, will ftand thee in any ftead if thy life 
and actions contradict thy profeſſion. Nor think that 
any degree of knowledge will be of any ſervice to thee, 
if thou indulgeſt iniquity in thine heart. No, though 
thou boaſteſt thyſelf of being an inſtructor of others, a a 
guide to the ignorant, and eyes to the blind; if thou 
| 95a 
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abuſeſt the diſpenſation thou art favoured with, thy light 
to thee is darkneſs, and thy glory thy ſhame; thou art 

an enemy to God and tlie Lamb, and haſt in the moft 
ſenſible manner affronted thy Saviour. The power of 
heaven, in which thou haſt gloried, is now ready to 
cruſh thee, and nothing —— but that fearful fen- 
tence, Depart from me, thou curſed, into everlaſting fire 
SO. 2 , ei! and his angels. 0 eh 
'arned then by thy moiſt merciful Saviour, watch 
over the thoughts of thy heart, and the actions of thy 
life, that a pure ſtream may flow from a pure foun- 
tain; think what is the hope of the hypocrite, and 
where will be his end; that avoiding the very appear- 
ance of evil, thou mayſt adhere to the law of thy 
Lord, and rejoice in the God of thy ſalvation, adorn- 
ing the doctrine of thy Lord and Maſter by an un- 
feigned piety, attended with the univerſal practice of 
juſtice, temperanc?2, and love. | | 
Here then, O my ſoul, is thy reſt, a reſt more dura- 
ble than the heavens, and more permanent than time; 
when all ſublunary things hal] vaniſh, the righteous 
ſhall ſtand ſure, and never be moved; prepare then 
thyſelf by a diligent examination and a uniform obe- 
dience, to meet thy Lord in his glory, that having faith= 
fully performed the will of thy God, thou mayſt receive 
before men and angels that bleſſed ſentence, Mell done, 
good and faithful ſeruant, thou haſt been faithful in 4 
few things, I will make thee ruler over many things, 
enter thou, into the joy.of thy Lore. | 


2 ee, 24, 25 The great deſign then of 
whoſoever heareth the Chriftian religion being to fectify- 
theſe ſayings of the minds, and form the actiens of 
mine, and doeth men, in order to their everlaſtingeſta- 
them, 1 will liken - þliſhment; therefore tho who attend 
him unto a wiſe to my doctrine, and profeſs my inſti- 
2 oP brit tution, may very fitly be compared to 
dae baus upon + puilders, and they will ſueceed accord- 
* 3 the rain ingly. For 232 wile builder fixes his 
deſcended; and the houſe upon a rock, which when tte 

5 . 2 . 
floods came, and time of rain comes, rekiia, all the 
on the K. ſhocks 
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the winds blew, 
and beat upon that 
Houſe : and it fell 
not, for it was 


founded upon a 
rock. 


26 And every 
one that heareth 
theſe ſavings of 
mine, and doeth 
thera not, ſhall be 
tikened unto a 
fooliſh man, which 
built his houſe 
upon the ſand: 


207 And the rain 
deſcended, and the 


floods came, and 


the winds blew, 
and beat upon that 


Houſe : and it fell, 


and great was the 
fall of it. 


ſhocks both of furious hurricanes of 


wind, and violent torrents of water, 


becauſe its foundation is fixed and ſo- 
lid: So the man who being con- 
vinced of my miſſion, does with a 
humble and teachable mind conform 
himſelf to theſe eternal rules of piety 
and virtue, ſhall be protected un- 
der all the affliftions and trials of 
human life, and death itſelf ſhall be 
no more than the means to intro- 
duce him into an infinitely more 
durable and happy ſtate. | 

26, 27 But the man who makes 
only an outward profeſſion of my 
religion, and joins not to the belief 
of my miſſion, a {aithiul obedience 
to my laws; he is like to a fooliſh 
builder, who erects his houſe upon the 
ſand, which being eaſily moved, gives 


way with the firſt tempeſt of wind 


and rain, and the houſe is overthrown 
and carried away by the ſtorm. 80 
the mere outward profeſſor ſhall be 
expoſed in the day of trial here, and 
at the day of righteous judgment ſhall 
be ſentenced to a more terrible pu- 
niſhment than the reſt of the world ;. 
from which he ſhall never eſcape; 


SOL TLOGUY: 


As light excelleth darkneſs, ſo is wiſdom more ex- 


Lellent than folly. But what folly can compare with 


ſhutting the eye in broad day, when the man is ſur- 
rounded with bogs and fands? Light indeed is come 
into the world, and if we do not receive it, it is be- 
cauſe we love darkneſs, and hate the light. | 
The Son of God is come, and hath given us an un- 
derſtanding in him who is true; and from him who is 
true, hath brought life and immortality to ſinful man; 
| 4. e and 
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and this goodneſs of thy God hath reached thine ears. 
The wiſe builder, or the fooliſh, muſt be thy charac- 
ter, and thy lot will be accordingly. Thou muſt ei- 
ther rejoice in thy work, or thyſelf and work muſt pe- 
riſh for ever; for our God is a conſuming fire to the 
ungodly and wicked, 5 | 

Awake then, O my toul, to righteouſneſs, and fin 
no more. The night is far ſpent, and the day draws 
on apace ; the important day, when every man's work 
ſhall be expoſed naked and open. Apply thyſelf then 
to the laws of thy Lord, make them thy daily imploy- 
ment and ſtudy, and treaſure them up in thine heart, 
that thou mayit produce the fruits of righteouſneſs to 
eternal life. Think with thyſelf, ſhall the only-begot- 
ten Son of God leave his glory to inftrudt me in the 
way of ſalvation, and give up his lite on the accurſed 
tree, that my tranſgreſſions ſhould be blotted out, and 
that I ſhould not. ſee death; and ſhall I be fo 
loſt in folly, as obſtinately to reject ſuch a profuſion of 
mercy? If thou doſt, be it at thy peril, thy condem- 
nation is juſt, _ X 5 

God ſo loved the world, that he ſent his only- be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life; and ſhall I, as 
far as it is in my power, diſappoint the very goodneſs 
of God? No, far better would it be for thee, that a 
mill-ſtone was tied about thy neck, and that thou 
wert thrown into the midſt of the ſea, than that thou 
ſhouldft reduce thyſelf to ſuch a condition, that mercy 
itſelf cannot ſave thee. | 

Ariſe then to the work before thee, let thy danger 
alarm thee, and the reward excite thee. Thou haſt 
thy God and the Lamb to ſupport thee, the Holy Spi- 
rit to affiſt thee ; thy luſts only are thine enemies, and 
thy irregular paſſions thine only foes. The victory is 
© thine, if deſpiſing the allurements of ſenſe, thou wilt 
fix but thine eye on the reward before te. 

Go on then in the might of thy God, ay thy 
foundation on. the rock of ages, a fure hold for all 
who build on it; be * to both the — 
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and terrors of this momentary life, and let the laws, 
of God's Meftiah be the rule of all thy actions; that 
when thou ſhait have finiſhed this probational ſtate, 
thou mayſt be made a pillar in the houſe of thy God, 
and be found worthy to be conſtituted an inſtructor 
in truth and righteouſneſs to future worlds. 


28 Andit came 28 Jeſus having finiſned this im- 
to pals when Jeſus portant body of laws, given for the 
had ended theſe obtaining life and immortality, the 
fayings, the peo- people were extremely ſurprized both 
3 aſtoniſhed at the excellency of his doctrine, 
aan which reached the very hearts and 
| coniciences of his hearers, and the 

manner in which he delivered it. 

29 Forhe taught 29 For he uttered it with great 
tem as one having ſerioufneſs and authority, as one who. 
authority, and not had received his miſſion immediately 
as the Scribes. from heaven, and whereof he had 
| juſt before given the moſt inconteſta- 

ble proofs. Whereas the diſcourſes 
they were uſed to hear from their 
doctors, were compoſed on trifling and 
imperti nent ſubjects, chiefly found- 
ed on the authority of their Rabbi's, 
and only ſupported by their uncer- 
tain traditions. | 


3OLILOQUY. 


Since, O my ſoul, thou haſt been ſo greatly favoured, 
as to be admitted to a full ard impartial view of this 


glorious body of divine laws, every way adapted to our 


make, whoſe ſole tendency is to enoble the mind, to 
make the heart good, to purify the imagination, and 
make the very paſſions ſubſervient to religion and vir- 
tue; laws Worthy to be exhibited by ſo tranſcendent 
a perſon as the only-begotten Son of Ged: Since, I 
fy, thou haft been ſo greatly favoured, think ſeriouſly 
with thyſelf both of the importance of them, and of 

; : . 5 * the 


Seventh Ghapter of MaTtaurw. 797 
the neceſſity of thy obedience. Think what a feerie of 
glory and honour God is preparing for them who obey 
him ; view with the moſt grateful tranſport the kind 
proviſion he hath made by theſe wife and righteous pre- 
_ cepts for a fit ſet of inhabitants to poſſeſs that new hea- 
ven, and new earth, wherein only righteoutneſs, love, 
and peace are to dwell for ever; and diligeritly attend 
to that bleſſed diſpeſition, which alone can gain adrniſ- 
ſion into the holy city, and give a right to enter into 
the paradiſe of God. | | | 

Then ſay, O my ſoul, wilt thou embrace this ce- 
leſtial embaſſador, who has ſpoke as never man be- 
fore him ſpoke? Wilt thou ſubmit to this divine legiſ- 
lator, whoſe laws will qualify thee to become a child of 
God, and fit thee for an eternal duration ? | 

It is by theſe moſt excellent precepts, that our na- 
tures are ſpiritualized, our perſons ſanctified, and body, 
ſoul and fpirit fitted for the heavenly ſtate, A 
plan worthy its.giver, and worthy to be introduced by 
the ſo long promiſed and wiſhed for Meſſiah; the 
perſon moſt acceptable to God, and dear to him, 
who was uſhered into the world by predictions that 
filled up the ſpace of four thouſand years, introduced 
by angelick meſſengers and divine inſpirations; to 
whom was given the ſpirit without meaſure, and who 


performed every fupernatural action of goodneſs and *' 


mercy, who by a voice from the divine glory 
This 1s my beloved Son, in-whom I am well pleaſed, hear. 
ye him, is declared to be our great conductor to im- 
mortal glory and honour; and this is a univerſal call to 
the ſons 'of men 'to attend to him. P 

This is that glorious perſon, who by his own blood 
hath opened a way into the true holy of holies for the 
offending race of men; and has aſſured to the patient 
continuer in well-doing, by his own moſt glorious 
ſurrection, and afcenfion into heaven, a certain ad- 
 Miffahict ed it. . ö 
This, O my f6ul, is the Prince of peace, the Sa- 
viour of mankind, the perſon by whom alone Ged 
will ſhew mercy to a ſinful world, Hear tbeu _—_ 
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For worthy is the Lamb who was ſlain, to receive. 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and firength, and ho- 
neur, and glory, and bleſſing ; therefore with every creature 
in heaven, and earth, and under the garth, join, O 
my ſoul, and by a conſtant and uniform obedience 
loudly proclaim bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and 
pawer to thy God who ſitteth upen the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen, Amen, 
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AGE 1. in the firſt paragraph, place a full ſtop after 
| the word you. p. 6. line 3. place the comma after 
you. Þ. 8. 1. 4. from the bottom, place only a ſemicolon. 
p. 10. I. 4. read have. p. 11. I. 11. . let not. p. 13.1. 1. 
- inſert only at the beginning of the line. p. 24. I. 5. r. con- 

flict. p. 32. I. 14. of the Solilogay, r. tranſgreſſion. p. 34. 
I. 6. r. ſolitary. p. 37. 1. 33. 7. retaliation. Thoſe literal 
faults, which do not diſturb the ſenſe, the reader will be ſo 
good as to excuſe, p. 27. 1.11. from the bottom, after 
4zod's Meſſiah, theſe words ſhould. hawe been inſerted : Yet 
at the ame time conſider, that whilſt thou art diligently im- 
ployed ip performing the important commands of thy Lord, 
thou art obliged to fulfil all righteouſneſs; and not to neg- 
| left the moſt minute parts of thy duty, but let thy obedience 


1 


he fervent, conſtant and univerlal. 


